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The govgmmenf\dea"s‘ibrrx not to ratify the Pri iversi
> governm cisl ¢ Private University
Ordinance 2908 promulgated by the immediate past caretaker
government will allow continuation of imparting substandard
e}i}:cation and sales of certificates by a section of private univer-
sities, experts believe.

The University Grants Commissidn (UGC) strongly per-
suaded the education and law ministry not to dr'o‘p the ordi-

nance but owners of private universities lobbied against the °

| move of the UGC.
Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid yesterday told The
+ Daily Star that general view about the ordinance was that it
} would be made law but owners of the private universities are
| continuing to oppose the move.
| “Atpresent the ministry is not thinking about it as the expert
;co'mmittee formed to scrutinise ordinances did not pick the
private university ordinapce for p]acmg before the parliament,”
he, however, said that theywould work onjit later, ifneeded.
'I-‘he caretaker government promulgated the ordinance fol-
t lowing a proposal of the UGC to bring private universities under
! strict discipline but the governrrfent decided not to place it
r b_efore the House under the excuse of having no recommenda-
F tions from the parliamentary special committee.
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1 understrictdiscipline,”headded.
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Interestingly the government,
however, decided to ratify both
Bangladeésh University of
Professionals Ordinance - 2008 |
and Rangpur University -
Ordinance - 2008 promulgated

i duringthelnterimgovernment.

. UGC chatrman 'Prof Nazrul
Islam on Friday night told The
Daily Star that he met education
minister and law minister and

b urged them to ratify the ordinance.

“The ordinance was an important

step to bring private universities

He also urged the government
to formulate a similar law if the
present ordinance could not be

| .ratified due to constitutional

Aobligation.

Owners of private universities, ¢
in contrast, think no new law is
needed for the private universities
[ as previous laws can be amended,
ifneeded.
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'\ ofdevelopment of private universi-
‘| ties," Abul Quashemn Haider, vice

“New laws will stand in the way

president gf the Assoctation of '
Private Universities of Bangladesh
toldThe Daily Star.

He also said government can .
amend previous' Jaws on private
universities formulated in 1992
and 1998.

The new ordinance sipulates

| that private universities annot .

open their outer campus before :
permanent registration, they
cannot strike a deal with foreign

4 universities and the ordinancé

even bars them from providing
distant learning failing which will
beapunishableoffence.

As per the ordinance, one must
have 20 years teaching or adminis-
trative experience or 10 years

R

| teaching and 10 years administra- .
1 tve experience to be eligible to

| becomeavicechancellor (VO).

! The provision was made to

prevent owners of universities
from assuming the post of VC as
most ofthemare businessmen and
without any required academic
qualification.

The legislation also suggests
formation of a Trustee Board for
every university that includes .
representative from the uGc,
educationistsand professionals.

It also stressed the need for
adeguate number of regular
teachers where temporary teach-
ersmustnotbeoveronethirdofthe
regular teachers, UGC sources say |
| around 2,000 public university
teachers are engaged in pant-time |
teaching with different private
universities.

The ordinance also includes a
provision for ‘accreditation coun- ||
cil’ toimprove the qualityof educa- \

-

tion and_it suggested rising the
amount of fixed deposit. receipt
{FDR) for the universities to Tk 25
crore from the eardier Tk 5 crore for
‘ operatingaprivmeuniversiry:

As per the UGC report 2007, at
present the number of students in
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privateuniversitiesis1,70.410. ~ /



