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IGERIA is a [federal
republic (official
natne: Federal
chubllc of Nigeria) located

“in Westem Africa, bordering

the Guif of Guinea. betwetn
Benin and Cameroon.
scries of constitutions afier
World War I granted Nigcria
greater autonomy; independ-
ence from the UK came mn
1960. Following ncarly 16
years of nilitary rule, a new
constitution was adopted in
1999, and a_peaceful transi-
tion to civilian government
was coniplcted. Nigeria is
currently experiencing  its
longest period of civilian rule
independence. The
total arca of Nigeria is 923,768
sq km (over 6 limes larger
than Bangladesh) and it har-
bors about 146 million
(146,255,312; July 2008 est.)
people {slightly (ewcr than

Bangladesh population).
Population growth rate is
about 2%, similar 1o

- Bangladesh. The per capita

income in Nigeria is abow US
$ 2,200 (2007 estitmare). athout
1.5 times of Bangi'ulosh The
litcracy rate is about G8%
(male: 77%, female: 60%). No
recent dati on Nigeria's share
ol £:p spemt in education is
available, it was about 1% in

- 1493: less than Bangladeshy's

cducational spending,
Education is the known
way Lo cntich people with
required  knowledge, skills
and values in any nation.
Requirement lor these guali-
ties chithpes over time and
curricalum requires periodic
revision. Rangladeshy com-
pleted e thied eevision of
the primary curticulum and
such o revision was due on
thedower secondary few vears
hack, need o start in e tige
and o be followaed by uppwer
grades, We can hive o look
into the education sestem of
this Alrican country inita-
encedd by the UK system- very
like ours to find lessons for us,
The description follows the
usual format - having
Education Policy &
Administration, the
Steueture, Program of Stidy,

- Assessmeni System and lastly

Lessons for Bangtudesh.

I-Education Policy & .
Administration

The Federal Governmemt
of Nigeria regards education
as an instnnnent for effecting .
national development. Her’
philosophy of education is
based on the development of
the individoa! into o sound
and cffective citizen and the
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o upportumlies for all citi-
zens of the nation at the pn-
mary, sccondary and tertiary
levels both inside and putside
the formal school syslcm The
language of insiruction in
Nigeritan_ instilutions  is
English. i The Ministry *of
Education is the government
body charged with the duty of
regulating procedures and
maintaining standards.

II-The Structure

With the introduction of 6-
3-3-4 {+ 1/2 years Masters)
system of education in
Nigeria, studenis are required
o spehd a minimum of 6
years of Primary Education
followed by anothér 6 years in®
Secondary Scliool in two sub-
stages: Junior (3 years) and
Senior (3 years). Pupils who
complete junior sccondary
school are streamed into one
of the followings: senior scc-
ondary school, technical col-
lege, out of school vocation
training centtre or an appren-

ticeship. Technical secondary-

education is offered in sec-
ondary commercial schools
which offer 6-year courses
including academic subjects
and specialization.
Vacational education pro-
duces low level manpower
and is offercd in technical
colleges or business and engi-
neering skills eaining cen-
ters, Technical colleges are
the only ahermitive w seniar
secondary schools as a'route
to further forinal education
and training after junior sec-
ondary education.

Higher Education

Higher education is pro-
vided by universities, poly-
technics, institutions of tech-
nology, colleges of education
and professional institutions.
University level Bachelor's
Degree program is usually of
I vear dupation @0 years for
stulents holding good GCE
“AT tevels), whilst profession.
al degrees el 1o fast for 5
Degree courses  in
Medicine anid Dentisty Tast
Fop 6 yoars Master's Thegnee
conrses isialiv L or Bvear
after the Bachielor's Dygree
b, int.'rl-.:\ing!y. where the
gualification depends on
research, i bebomes i vear
course. The [ hetofate Dloprey
is uswally conterred 2200 vears
after the Master's Degree,
Some first generation univer-
sitics  require studenmts o
complete #n M. Phil degree
before being admitied to the
Phl) program.

Teacher Education
 Primary/basic_

{eac e: rgguildcr;,u

school

post primary study at a Grade
2 teacher training college
lending te a Grade 2
Certificaté/Higher
Elementary Teacher's
Certificate. Holders of the
Nigerian  Certificate  of
Ecucation (NCE) may teach
+in junior secondary schools
and technical colleges. Senior
sccondary school teachers
are traincd at the universities.
They must hold the B. Ed or a
Bachelor’s plus a
Postgraduate Diploma in
Education. Since 1998, no
teacher with a quahf"callon
betow NCE can teach in any
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Subjects taught at the pr-
mary level include English
langyage. one of the three
main  native  languages
(Hausa, Yoruba and Ibo),
Mathematics, Science and
Social Studies. Religious
Education is also provided in
accordance with the syllabus
and requitement of the
Fededhl Ministry of
Education. Personal Health,
Social and
Education (PHSCE) forms
part, of our curriculum
throughout the school and it
includes a developing aware-
ness of patential dangers and
it envourages children o he
confident. Privite  schools
also offer Computer science,

- schoot,

french and Art {Drama,
Music).
The curriculum

is integrated up to the end of
Junior Secondary {(Grade 9).
The subjects studied at this
level are: English, Arabic,
French, Mathematics,
Integrated science, Social
studies, Introductory tech-
nology, Business studics,
llome economics, Fine ari,
Nigerian languages {Igbho,
Hausa and Yorubal, Christian
! 1stamic refigious knowledge,
Agricultural science, Music,
Physical cducation and
I lealthy education,

All Senior Secondary stu-

dents are required to siudy
Finglish, Mahematics, one
svicnee suhject and  one
Nigerian language. Al the
ather subjects are clectives
arulare seforted based on the
sticlenis” fnterest, be it in the
Scienees, Sowial H'u'ic'm'ua or
the Arts, 3

IV-Assessment Sy:tem

In Nigeria. there are three
pithlic examinations held up
o the-end of pre-university
cducation. The fiest one is pri-
mary school-lcaving certifi-
Cilte exam just on completion

gyuarsﬁor e primary -édication at

Citizenship -
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Grade-6, the second onc
junior Secondary School
Certiflicate (ISSC) exam on
completion of junior second-
ary program at Grade 9; and
the third onc is Senior
Secondary School Certificate
(855C) exam at Grade 12. The
JSSC and SSSC exam system
replaced the West African
GCE "0” level in 1989, Te
enter university, students
have to pass the University
Matricutation Examination
{UME).

Nigeria follows mainly

- Grade Point Average (GPA)

system of grading. GPA 3.50+
{Distinction); 3.00-3.49
(Upper Credit); " 2.50-2.99
(Lower Credit); and 2.00-2.49
(Pass). -
V- Lessons for

The major characters of
Nigerian education system
that Bangladesh can follow or
adapt can be as follows:
Nigeria spends only about 1%
of her GDP in education. This
explains why literacy rate is
low in this African nation.”
Having a grasp of the essen-
tiality of education,

Bangladesh can try to reach

the UNESCO standard of edu-
cational spendmg at 7% of
GDP.

The duration of integraled
Primary & Lower Secondary
cducation in Nigeria is
vears. But cducation s dis-
tinclly diversified as pre-uni-
versity education ‘during
Grades 10-12. In Bangladcesh,
we have only 8-year long inte-
grated and 4-year diversified
education before specializcid
higher education, We can just
follow the Nigeridn plan tha
is also the most prevalem sys-
tem all over the world.
Nigeria has provision [for
three public examinations
before higher education. The
first one is in completion of
Primary. (at Grade 6}, second
one in completion of Junior
Secondary (at Grade 9) and
the third one in completion of
Senior Secondary (at Grade
12). Again, we can just follow
this plan having rearranged
our system up to Grade 12 as
6+3+3 structurc. At present,
we have no public examina-
tion before Grade-10 and we
arrange two public examina-
tions very close jeopardizing
the actual study at the Higher
Scecondary level where stu.
dents get only one year {or
actual stirdy.

(The writer is a PhD
Researcher in NIE,
Singzpore; e-mail: asmoi-
lai@®yvahoo.com) "o A j




