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OWADAYS technology
Naffects practically ali

activities in our life, The
digital technblogies have cov-
cred the operation of all levels
of education from kindergarten
to doctoral studies. The new

technology has even started .

challenging higher educational
institutions worldwide to rede-
fine their student constituen-
cies and teaching practices.
Bangladesh has just started
by new vehicle
equipped with digital technolo-
gies and run by lgcal national
experts and technologists,

The higher educational instl-
‘tutes in Bangladesh, particular-
Iy private universities are open-
ing new deparuments related to
digital  technologies. The
Peoples University of
Bangladesh is one of the oldest
private universities that have
departments like Computer
Sclence and Engineering (CSE)
and -Electronics © and
Telecommunication
Englneering (ETE). The depart-
ments are rich’in digital tech-
nologies. [ teach students of
both depaniments when toplcs
llke Satellite Communications,
_Radle Communications, Data
Communlcations, Optical Flber
Communications, LASER and
nanotechnology automatically
become part of our discussions.
Tenching modern technology
subjects with full confldence Is
very interesling and exelting,
The renson s, the studenis
found very curlous about the

Jinnovative subjects that st

visidered {in Bangladesh, the
subjects, for white people,
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Attendingemy class, self-confi-
dente of the students develops
day by day. In,a class of two
hours duration, mogt of 1ime
utilized in answeripg questions

about the topics, devlccs‘_\grithT
applications, . status " of
Bangladesh in relationfo .top-

ics, future of Bangladesh,'prob-

lems and solitions, possibiligy

countries have launched their
Satellites in the space orbits,
but Bangladesh has yet ta do
that, It indicates our nntional
crisis in technology field.
The students of Bangladesh
"have no scope of observing
Satellites  physically  while
S révolving around the earth in
fixed orbits but the Ipternct has

of students’ inclusions \in ysMade things easier to them.
nation building acgivities‘will}:, From the websites they can

digital technology. |
Interestingly tWe™ swudents

have discovered- their knowl-

edge in  Physits  and
Mathematics of higher second-
ary level is enough to under-
stand the technologies of satej-
lite communications, fiber
optics etc. They need just an
and-—gtthlified
guide who can answer their
questions according to thelr
requirements. The concerned
teacher must have academic,
industrial and’ research experi-
ence at home and abroad.
Otherwise, technology-based
higher education will never
emerge in the country, Only the
costly certificate holders cannot
solve these problems,

At the Infthal stage, a survey
conducted among the students
who attended classes and the
researchers realized that siu-
dents are Interested In just o
certificate thal they need for
thelr ‘crreer  developments,
After three classes on Satellites,
Lfound the students very thirsty
for modern technology kiowl-
edge. Tiey are more interosted
to learn about avullabllity of
satelllte  eommuntentions in
Bangladesh.  Qur  nelghhor

leam details about the Satellites
and this learming has encour-
aged ' them  significantly.
Opportunity of open discus-
sions increases their confi-
dencedswell. .
This -is research-oriented
course that [ teach at Peoples
» University of Bangladesh. Here

learning occurs outstde the tra-

ditional educational caviron-
ment, with the World Wide Web
used to deliver interactive edu-
calion progmms, especially in
higher cduchtlon. Questions
and issies of why and how the
Webt be used as a delivery
mechanism are causing con-
cern. [ like to share some of the
results of my observations and
discusslons with students of
Telecommunications at the
Peoples Unlverslty, A signifl-
cant number of students could
not attend classes regulatly but
they share thelr requirements
with the classmatcs and some-
times with me over phone or
emnlls to have answers, They
are happy with their classmatcs
for cooperating them. They
malntaln & peaceful atmos-
phere everywhere bechuse of
the heneflts they gain through
. digitol technology:. .
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* The digital technologies have

also generated many conflict-
ing ¢laims and predictions as 1o
the present, and malnly Ruure.
effects thar the Internet and
World Wide Web might have on |
higher education environ- ||
ments. On one hand, the chier-
genee of the new technilogies
has broadened access 10 muny
new student clienteles and in
such 2 way contributed greatly
to social equity in higher educa-
tion; and on the other hand, the
continuous development of
advanced and complex techno- |
logical Infrastructures widens
the digital divide between
developed and  developing
counttles, and between rich |8
and poor. Most academics in
advanced countrios have
adopted eagerly the technelogi- |,
cal capubilities provided by the
Internet in their research activi-
ties, and at the same time.
maty professors stili feel relue-
lant to Incorporate technolo-
gies In their teaching. The dipi-
tal technologles gave rise 1
many new providers of higher
cducetion and increased ihe
competitlon in the academic
global 1narket, and a1 the same
time, we wifness a growing
itend of. collaborations and
convergence of academic prac-
tices enhanced by the new
medla,

Founder Vice-Chancellor of
Science and  Technology
University in Rural Bangladesh,
now teaches Satellite and
Wireless Communications at
Peoples University Bangirdesh, |
may be' connected at emall;
for®agni.com orc.itact




