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Novera dies

FROM PAGE 1
The iconoclastic artist died on .
Tuesday in France where she had
lived in seclusion for over four
r — , decades. She was 8%.
T . . N The Banglapedia entry on paint-
Overa dl eS tings mentions that Hamidur
) Rahman "along with sculptor
. Novera Ahmed designed the his-
ln SeCIUSlonﬁ “toric shaheed minar that commem- i
orates the martyrs of the language
movemert.”
The recalcitrant air that she had
_about herself in a male-dominated
" att scene of the time was aptly
" captured in Novera, a novel written
. by Hasnat Abdul Hye. Creative '
glimpses of her creative association’
with Hamidur Rahman are to be
_found in tie novel Taish Number
’  Toilochitro by Alauddih Al Azad. Very
Pakistan. Through few artists in the country have seen

?er unbridled such passionate novels written about
13:;[;;] f{ cre:iluve association with the their life and work, a feat which also
[ onl amidur Rahman, she had not, demonstrates the power of her art
y contributed substantially to that
amongst contemporary artists. |

Imodernist shift b

ut also had sculpted art
;works that have msp:red many gel:lerauons - Bornin1930in Kolkata, Novera
Jof artists. . studied in Kolkata and Comilla,

. SEEPAGE 1 COL1 | and against all odds went to
T e — = England to obtain her Diploma in
Design in the Modelling and
Sculpture course from CamVerwell
School of Art in London in 1955.

At Camberwell she studied under,
the renowned British sculptor Sir
Jacob Epstein and:Karel Vogel of
Czechoslovakia. She also enriched
? her perspective on European sculp-
ture by studying under the sculptor
Venturi Venturino in Florence and
later in Vienna. ’

She was influenced by many
western modern sculptors such as
Henry Moore and the modern art
approach of the Western World.

Within a short span of time,
from 1956 to 1960, Novera had
worked on about 100 sculptures in
Dhaka. Her first exhibition was
held in 1960 in erstwhile East
Pakistan.

Qut of 100, 33 sculptures were J
collected by the Bangladesh .
Nationa! Museum {BNM}. | !

marked by diverse o
experimentations with history, 1
forms and treatment of materials
. and media, her creations have
become part of our history.

. She has een‘,’avkeen observer of
village life and folk motifs and has |
based many of her artworks on © !
what she had observed. C

She:has created an extensive |
family series, inicluding sculptures |
~ of endearing women with their I,

. children. '

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
expressed deep shock at her death,
reports UNB, - | R
.~ Ina condolenc? message, Hasina
_said Novera's death was a great loss|
‘10 the whole nation. She also |
.prayed for the eternal peace of the *
-deparled soul and expressed her f
sympathy to the bereaved family |
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Sculptor Novera
Ahmed's emer-

"gence in the

* 19505 coincided
with an impar-

ltant shift in the
"art scene of the

verstwhile East
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