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One killed, 150 m]ured pol S postponed at 38 centres

Staff Correspondent

THE capiunng of polling
stations, widespread ballot
stuffing, snatching of bal-
lat papers and intimidation
of rivals by ruling Awami
League activists marked
the first-cver partisan elec-
tions to 234 municipalities
on Wednesday when a man
was killed and 150 were
wounded m violence.
Reporis from different
municipalities said that sup-
porters of AL candidates and
those of Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party or rebel AL can-
didates clashed throughout
the day as local administra-
“tions ‘M "mibst cases report-
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edly showed indifference to.

violence and irregularities.
Voling at 38 polling cen-
tres of 1B municipalities
was postponed because of
violence and fraudulence in
casting votes, officials said.
The Election Commission
postponed  entire ¢lections
to Madhabdi municipality
in Narsingdi on allegation of
irregularities.
Until evening., neither
conunission officials nor the
S
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local administrations could
give any estimate of turnout
of voters although the poll-
ing ended at 4:00pm,

Al least 33 mayoral can-
didates including 18 of BNP
hoycotted the polls halfway
through alleging widespread
irregularities, including
stuffing ballets and driving
out their polling agents by
Al activists.

Law enforcers at places
had to fire bulleis to control

the situation, but most of
the places members of law
enforcement agencies were
found indifferent to the cap-
turing of polling stations.
AL, activists captured
many polling stations at
around 70 mugicipalities as
the polling began at 8:00am
without presence of polling
agents of the BNP candidates
at many mumnicipalities.
Violence, ballot stuffing
intimidation and driving
out of polling agents of op-
posilion  candidates were

sreported from many areas

including Satkania, Mirsarai,
Sitakunda, Raujan and Chan-
danaish in Chittagong, Ba-
rura in Comilla, Kalkini in

Madaripur, Islampur, Jamn]-
pur sadar and Sarishabari in
Jamalpur, Narsingdi sadar
and Madhabdi in Narsingdi,

Caibandha, Bhaluka and Ga-

fargaon in Mymensingh, Haz-
iganj and Faridganj in Chand-
pur, Syedpur in Nilphamari,
Ulipur in Kurigram, Chau-
muhani in Noakhali, Nagar-
kanda in Faridpur, Bajitpur in
Kishoreganj, Sujanagar and
Irshwardi in Pabna, Akhaura
in Brahmanbaria, Barguna,
Kuakata in Patvakhali, Ram-

ganj in Lakshmipur, Swarup-
kati in Pirgpur, Moulvibazar,

Bhuapur, Gopalpur and Mad-
hupur in Tangail, Sailakupa
in Jhenaidal,
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Rigging, violence mar pol




