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CLASH OVER ASSAULT

20 teachers,
students(\Jhurt
in Magu;\ei

Our CORRESPONDE?\_IT, Kushtia

At least 20 teachers and studegts o'fMagura Cove.mmer:jt
Polytechnic Institute were irijﬁre'f:l yesterday as _pollce fireh
rubber bullets to disperse therh fpo;‘n Kushtia-Thenida
highway. . .
gThe ztudenm, fater joined by }he;r teachers, blockaded
ighway neat their institute around, 10:00am to demand
the highway nea d, oman
the arrest of a focal who had assaulted a teacher the day
fore, - e '
beAzmul Huda, officer-in-charge of Magura Sadar Police
Station, ho,wé;er_claimed, "We-firéd rubber bullets only
hen the$tudents attacked us.” el
" The authorities of the institute, déspite requests made by
the police, did n6t cooperate in bringing _the situation uniler
control, he said, adding that ﬁwf p:ohce personnel also
" sustained injuries duringthe clash. .
susL:lEr‘ in }the afterncon, policew_gn'ested the teacher's
alleged attacker who was identified | as Ml\ls}}ltaq Ahmed, son
of Ratan Bishwas from Magura Sadar upazila.

Mushtaq "assaulted" Mokh'lesvl.lr Rahman, a teacﬁer at
the polytechnic institute, on Thur;day around _7.30;?{1':
while he was on his way home following an a.ltercat{on wi
Mushtaq during a cricket match held eatlier in the institute
playground, the OCsaid, quotitig students and teachers, N

* The cricket match between two teams of stuc}en.tsiof e

polytechnic was organised by the polytecI};mc institute
ities i tion of the Victory Day.

authorities in commemoration s
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During the match, Mokhles expelled 3
group of rowdy locals, Jed by Mushtagq,
who became involyed
the students.

Enraged, Mushtaq later in. the eve-
ning physically assaulted the teacher
while the teacher wag goinghome,

Hearing the news, agitated students
started to gather near their institute on
Friday moming to demang Mushtaq's
arrest, said OC Azmul, adding that at
One stage the students and teachers
blocked traffic on the highway,

Police had to club the crowd with
truncheons after they ignored police's
Tequest to clear the highway and ia]lcrw
trafficmovement, hesaid. ;

The demonstrators then locked in
clashes with the police for about an
hour and police fired rubber bullets
when the students attacked them with
sticks and stones, he claimed. :

The students and teachers injured
during the incident Were undergoing
treatment at Magura Sadar Hospital,

A few of the injured teachers were
identified as Sudipte Kumar Singho,
 Rakibul Hasan, Babu Kumar Palit and
i PidduytAli.

' Sajal Mondal, 1dris Ali, Sagar Imam
and Ibrahim Hossain were identified
among the injured stydents,

Munir Hossain, ptincipal of the
polyiechnic institute, demanded
immediate investigation into the

unjustified use of brute force on the
demonstrators by the police

! : The police could have averted the

I a brawl with inddent if they assured the demonstra-

tors of arresting of the altacker, he added,
Magura. Police

Munibur Rahman said policé already
was underway 1o file 3 case against tim.

"We are investigating the firing of
rubber bullets by police," he added



