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- STAND UP FOR EDUCATION

. " 'The public examinations at ;he secondary levels
conducted by the concemned boards in the country begin
{ today. It seemed difficult just a few days back because
of the impending strike by the government college
feachers. They have since decided to defer their -
programme in the interest of the ngher Secondary.
[ Cettificate (HSC) examinees.

1 The HSC examinations are being held by Dhaka,
~ { Rajshahi.and Jessore Boards and the SSC (secondary

.t school certificate) examination by Comilla Board, The |

> Hast SSC examinations of Comilla Boand were cancelled -

Jesh i'1mes

... ldue to leakage of question papers. The examinations are | ..
now being held afresh for 130,000 candidates. These l

serious inconvenience to the examinees and their
families but also eroded confidence in the system itself.
The HSC examination of Comllla Board wﬂl begm on
September 15. '
" The Dhaka Board, one .of the four boards in the
country, has 89,422 candidates for the H3C
examinations. It is indicative of the percentage of the -
families that have a stake in the successful holding of the

§ examination. And the government paved the way for it
by accepting some of the demands of the teachers and
“assuring sympathetic consideration of the others.
Elaborate arrangements have also been made for'
maintaining peace in the examination centres,

The Education Ministry has finalised preposals fer |
tamendment of the Public Examination Offences Act
1980 providing for severe penalties for violation of rules -

~will draw a minimum of vigorous imprisonment for 10 = -
‘years and-a maximum of life imprisonment. The.
candidates indulging in malpractices during the .
~examination would face expuls:en made ineligible to
', reappear at ‘the examination for five years and

ﬁ disqualified for any govemmient job.

-In another development the Education M:mstry has
decided to drop the new examination system that was to
be eperanve for SSC examinations from 1992. The ;.
decision is said to have. been taken in the interest of r
peace and discipline. The existing gxamination system
-has long been proven outmoded and the new one, now”
abaridoned, is considered 'progressive’ and .is in .
‘operation in many countries including our nelghbems
“The decision to introduce the system was taken in 1988 ! )
and students were being prepared for the last two yeafs
and a half for the same without any objectlon being
“raised from any quarters. But it had to be given up to
| appease the agitating school kids who had for days been
{ obstructing traffic and damagmg vehicles on the city
L roads;

incidents caused not only colossal wastage of money and 5
i*student fronts to take responsibility of ensuring

!
- moves

relahng to examination. The leakage of question papers - **“* ‘:

fifstitutions inchuding the universities remain closed. The
§ council of Bangladesh Universities c_empnsmg the Vice

Chaneellers has in 2 meeting expressed concern over the
1 srtuatlon and . spelled out conditions necessary for

”follewmg violent clashes among rival student groups:
They want the government, the political parties and thei1

eongemal atmosphere on the campus. The law enforcing

. agencies should be free to take action against all gun-

Tunners and outsiders, The media would also be
expected to play a more constructive role.

~ We must understand that the developments on the
campus and the education sector in general are not

't 1solated events. These are very much related to the .
* overall situation in the country. There are ¢lements bent

_upon not giving democracy a chance. They would 1

,rcertamly try to cripple the education sector t0o.' The.

‘'sensible section must stand up to resist these smxster
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fos Meanwh:le;aelarge number. of -educational

.reopéning the universities which were closed down -




