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Steps taken for edn to all by

, DHAKA Oct 7 (BSS) Prune
Minister Kazi Zafar Ahmed today
, said Bangladesh was fully com-
l mitted to the develnpmenl of

#

i SAARC region. -

ghl.h mect-

1 mittee of Science and Technology
at the International Conference

Centre (ICC) here the Prime Min-

. ister expressed the confidence that
the regional : cooperalion in
science and technology _
prove highly beneficial to all the
- "participaling countries.

He sald that the Techmcal-

‘_—-ﬁ-m—-d—ln-—uw e

science and technology m the

- ycars. ~
Kazi Zafar said reahsmg the
importance of scicnce education .

“would

T N

Cummmee had already tdcnuﬁed

- fourlcen priority areas of coopera- °

tion ‘in science and technology
and over the years, had quile a

‘significant volume of interactions

and exchange of ideas. He em-
phasised the need for framing ac:
tion. programmes in the cnmmg

among the general masses, the

“-governiment had taken vp crash

programmmes to ensure Educa- -
- tion ‘for All by the.year 2000
. through determined: steps such as
free and compulsory primary edu-

1992.

. duction of food gramns is 195 lakh
1971,

cation and makmg education free
for girls upto Class" VIII in rurai
© greas.
Organised by- Sc:ence and
Technnlugy Division, the inaugu-
ral session was also addressed by .
- Adviser to the President >t Com-
pulsory ‘Primary Education ‘M.

Mansur. Ali Sarker Science Secc- |

.retary Anisur | Rahman, and Joint

Secrclary M. A. Mujib Chowd-
huw

SAARC Director N.P. D.

Wt esekera read out s message of

'Lhe SAARC Secretary General

'Ambassadm K.K. Bhargava on
the nccasmn. ‘.

Mnre lhﬂn 30 partici anats
from B.m" ladesh, India, Nepal,

. Paklslan,}Sn Lanka, Bhutan, the

Maldwcs and the SAARC Secre- |

tariat are taking part in the three-

day meetilng. 1
' Referring to the devclnpmenl

.of agriculture sector and its con- j |

tribution to national .development
the Piime Minister said
Bangladesh is now on the brink of
achlevmg self-sufficiency in food
for the first time in the history.
He said ‘at:the personal initiative °
of President Ershad and through a l
number of . timely and pragmatic

steps, the’ cuumry wnuld be self-

T

-

L

reliant m fnud pmducunn by -

He said the food production

" has been augmenied by five times

since the independence of the
country. The present annual pro-

tons whlch was 40 lakh tons In

' iIESDM

Giving a briel background of
the aslabhshmcnt of the Interma- -
tional Institute for Environmental
Studies and Disaster Management
(HESD'VI) in Dhaka in 1989 at the
lnsplrallﬂn palmmsatmn and

T
T P

come into being
bonds of friendship and coopera-
" tion among the seven countries of

gmdance nf Premd{:nt Ershad the
_Prime Muusler said the Institute
was engaged in’ meaningful re-
search in the field of environment
and disaster, managcmml through

......

He said he would be happy 1o

~ see that TIESDM cullaboraung
with SAARC
- .SAARC -sponsured rescarch re-
lated to environment and dlsgsler

‘'management of the region.

couniries 1in '}

He said that SAARC had
to cemeni the

Cﬂntd on page B col. 4 ’J
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