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llegal occupation o&\
/school property

Primary education directorate must
act |

N investigative report of this newspaper has

come up with disturbing facts that iand

belonging to state-owned schools has been
forcibly grabbed, hampering the normai educational
functions of these institutions. An official report
submitted in September 2014 to the primary and mass
€ducation ministry stated that some 54 such schools -
were under illegal occupation. We understand that land
Tepossession is a laborioys process, but the fact that
school property is being taken away not only by strong -
arm tactics of vested interests but aiso by other state
agencies, is a very disturbing trend. The fallout of all this
grabbing is of course the quality of education in these |
schools has fallen dramatically. i

Children are deprived of adequate space not onlyin _ .
dassrooms but with fields and open §paces being
grabbed, there is the question of children's physical
education being hampered. The net result is
overcrowding in the limited space that is available, The
educational environment is being compromised and for
what? Giving the excuse that these are “sensitive”
matters and have to be dealt with softly is not an
acceptable excuse.

As we understand it, whatever next move the
authorities are Planning to take is stij] limited to the
maovement of reports among district primary education
office of Dhaka (DPEO) and the Directorate of Prirnary
Education, which in turn, will submijt a report to the
sub-committee of parliamentary standing committee on
Primary and mass education ministry. This js illegal
occupation of school Property and the ministry must
act decisively to restore the school lands and ensure a
Proper school environment for our children.



