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The content
of education policy

To widen the literacy
base from the e¢Xisting 22
per cent 10 50 per cent of
the population ip five years'’
lime beginpning I982 is oac
-of the major gQals of the
much publicizefl education
policy the present govera-
ment has, for some time,
been trying to iatroduce,

For some of its contents,
especially the question of
teachiog foreign languages,
the policy became controyv-
ernal and an issue for
hat debates. Because of tho
government’s bandliog of
the delicate issu¢s in a
rather natve fashion somo
of the good aspects Of the
policy temained beyoad
nolice. '

As a result whatever had
to bappen has already hap-
pened. And of late, on the
.fage Of bitter criticism, the.
gaveroment had to suspend
ity implemeatation, at least
pértially, which WAaS
. sclieduled 10 begin from
It very start f the curient
agademic yeatd.

Not only that the gov-
ernment haf to go for

elicitiog publie opiuion oo
i'illrudy mugch coolrove-

ial cducation policy by
cyrculating a questioonaire.
Methodwise, pothing could
be worse and more unscic-
ajific. Ironically the gover-
ment is all the time spea-
king of making the system
of education scientific.
The goOvernment’s decl-

ared objectiva behind its
Mammering efforts 10
introduce the policy is (o

reform, both stru:turally
and contentwise, the eXi-
sting system of education.

The guestionnaire recen-
ily circulated by the min-
sstry  of  education  for
assessing public opinion on
the proposed educational
teforms frankly admits some
g¢f the failurds, notably the
Jact that the rate of literacy
increaged by a meager two
r cent while that of
population by more than
100 per cent during the
lsltrthr#e decados and a

RIMARY ENROLMENT

Of the eight million
school-age children, it
admits, only 56 per cent
are enrolieq each year in
the begianet’s class in the
primaty schools. For the
rest there 1s nOt even the
required class room faci-
lities and they also need
. t0 bo mutivated fOor atten-
ding the schools.

What's more shocking
is thal siXty per ceat of
those enralled dsop out in
the very second year and
before completing the pri-
mary education their num-
ber swells to 80 per cent.

Waorse still, the question-
naire iays, the enrolment in
he primary schools declined
by 12 per cent o 198)
compared to that of 1978.
Durning the years in bet-
ween, the en10lment in the
primary level remained
alarmiogly static while the
population continued to
grow at a pace much faster
than in the past.

NATIONALIZATION

The declining order in
the rate of literacy in the
couptiry beganin 1974, for
what, many belicve, the
nationalization of nearly
36  thousand  primary
schools +ith more than 150
thousand teachers by
Shetkh Mujib’s government,
The pationalization in the
sducation sector, like the
industrial and commercial
seclors, proved (o be
waproductive,

Before the mass nationa-
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lization of the schools,
particularly, during the
pre-independence days, the
performance of the primary
schools was far better.
The staadard of education
starled to fall sharply with
the natigaalization of the
schools.

The teachers, in most
cases, lost their earlier zeal
and devotion (0 educate
the fulure generation. The
whole system turoed iato
just another c¢Xteosion of
the governmental bureaus
cracy., /

The main thrust of the
proposed education policy
remains eoxpansion of the
hteracy base in the country,
without which, the plaoaners
belicve, a0 developmeat
program, whether economic
or social, 1ndustrial or
agricultural, could Dbe
properly implemented.

DEVELOPMENT FAILURE

Failures of the past
developmeat programs caa
safely be attributed 10 the
widespread tlliteracy in the
country, they opine. They
strangly beliove that ¢realion
of a “‘meaniogful” literacy
environment is a sine qua
non for cosuting
implemeontation of nalion-
building  programs. And
they coustder iovesimen! in
cducativnal sector is much
more productive than in

industrial  or commercial
s$eClOrs.
The overall education

sector received a significant
part of national budget as

it was not coansidercd to be

a basic area for investment.
Of the rather limited
allocation, primary educa-
tion-meant for impruving
the literacy situalion--

however, always got the
major share.

100 CRORE TAKAS PER
ANNUM

Sine 1974, the govern-
ment has been  spending
more than 100 crore takas
anpwally for  recurring
expenditures of primary
educatioa. Separate amounts
are spent for the develop-
ment of primary education.
For the current fiscal year
& fund of more than 150

crore fakas has been
allocated for recurring
expenditures of primary
education.

Since 1980 the govern-
ment has beea distributing
free of cost all books to 1he
students of classes one and
two. From this year the
program has also covered
class three. [t aims at
eacouraging primary educa-
tion for as many school-age
children as possible, the
majority of whom, because
of poverty cannot afford 1o
buy the books.

To foster female educa-
tion, the government has
made it a poiat to provide

the uniforms to the students -

of class two. Then, if it is
possible, the boys wouid
also get their dresses for
atiending the schools.

PRESENT SI1UATION

The present government
feels that efforts are on to
torpedo its  proprams “for
raising the rate of literacy.”
The burcaucracy has many
ways 10 do it. This time,
the government feels, it has
been done by providing
misieading statistics. Uader
a decision of the gover-
pment, the studeats of cias-
Bcs Oone and two were sched-
uled to have their tex:
books at the state expense
and much carlier. The stud-
ents of class three were to
gel them at haif the price.

effective .

- policy demonstrated aa

The first month of the
academic year has already
passcd. what is the situa-
tion sow ? It may sound
unbelicvable, but the books
distributed were, according
to both official sources and
oewspaper reports, much
less  than required. As a
result maay of the students
have just no option but to
attend their classes without
the text books.

A faction of the primary
school teachers has claimed
that not more than oOane-
third of the bouks required
were distributed by the
government while the educa-
tion ministry officials try to
say feebly that 60 per cent

of the studeats have been
covered.
The government then

tried to clarify that 1the
books distributed were far
less than required. It held
out a fresh  assurance that
the studeats who have been
left out would be given the
books by April next, when
the first four months of the
academiC year would just be
over.

The controversy of the
percentage of distribution is
cicarly uonecessary. What
is more importantis the
aoxiety and concern that
the situation has caused to
the students, who were yel
to get the books, and their

guardians.

NO BOOKS FOR
10 LAKH STUDENTS

The government had
asked the concerned officials
tO get the actual the number
of the sludents in the
classes One and two all over
the country. And accor-
dingly 1t printed 17 lakh
copies of the books, so
that ail the swudents in tha
two classos could get them.
But the number of the
students, as it furned out,
are far more. Wherefrom
the remaining  students,
numbering not less than 10
lakhs, will get their books,
the authorities now ponder,
unless and uvnti! they were
prinied afresh.

The ostand of the
authorities is that if they
could print 17 lakh copies,
they could as well print
ten lakh more. Why then
the wrong statistics were
supplied ? Clearly the
government s NG
trouble. It has t0 arrange
the books for the rest of
the students. And if prin-
ting of the books
a frosh right now it wili take
at least three moaths’ ume.
But the
January last,

The government, is now
planning to hoid a confere-
nce Of all thana and district
level educational officers in
Dhaka to find out the
actual
shortage.

The governmeni’s pro-
gram tO incCrease the rate
of ljteracy by 28 per cent
over a period of five years
codiog in 1987, appears to
be rather unrealistic, con-
sidering the fact the in fast
thirty-five years the rate
could be tiacreased by two
per cent cnly.

The new  education
policy of the government
proposes Lo set up a pii-
mary school for every two
thousand people or in an
area of twe kilometers.
Under the community learn-

ing program, the proposed
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awarecness of the need for
motivating the guardians,
especially in the rural areas,
to send their wards to the
schools. The question of the
dedication Of the teachers
and inCentives 0 the
students were alsu touched
by the program.

The ideas for )rganizing
teacher-sludent-guardian as-
s0ciations under the pro-
gram scem (0 be nice. Byt
how far such associations
in the given levels, especially.
in the rural areas with the
presout $0C160-eCconOMmic Con-
ditioas, would be really
useful, is open (0 question.

A roalistic program,
taking all past mistakes,
failures and prevailing socio-
ecogomic conditionas  into:
accouant, iy nceded to change
thoe situation. The.
nced tO rgise the literacy
rate s undeniable for
progress df the society. But
that would need creation of
8 conduciye atmosphere.

No government could
ever think of imposing its
ideas td obtain  desired
results. If rate of litoracy is
16 be improved, a thorough
study of primary curriculum

to make it more easier {
and lewm controversial,
should beof immediate

concern. And the need for
creating & happy teaching:
sommunity devated with a
missionery zeal for educa-

ting future geaeration sho-
uld also be

account,

takea iato




