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-books gain populantﬁ

at book fair

Mohiuddin Alamgir

DEMAND for electronic-
books is on the rise among
the readers especially tech-
savvy bookworms at the
Ekushey Book fair.

The month-long book
fair is offering to the tech-
savvy bookworms of fictions
and non-fictions, .classics
and new titles in Bangla in
digital format, known as e-
books, through mobile apps,
giving o the readers a new di-
IMension.

Book fair authontles have
decided to extend the time
of the book fair to minimise
the loss caused by .rain and
hailstorm on Wednesday.

Gate of the book fair
will open at 10:30am to-
day and Saturdav instead
of 11:00am. Book fair will
remain open from Z:00pm

instead of 3:00pm for week-
days for rest of the month,
said fair comunitiee member
secretary Jalal Ahmed.

'The waorld of digital and
palm-top reading is grow-

“ing by leaps and bounds in
the country, especially in
the cities, with the increas-
ing number of smart phones
and tablet computer users.

At least five stalls at the
beok fair are selling and
displaying mobile apps con-
taining local and interna-
tional e-books. Three stalis
sold and displayed the mo-
bile apps at the book fair in
2014.

A mobile app is a com-
puter programume designed
to run on smart phones, tab-
let computers and otheg mo-
bile devices. Shei Boi, Cho-
rui, Bengal e Boi, Banglalink
Boi Ghar and Bijoy aze offer-

ing e-books at the book fair
this year. The readers can
avail the apps from Google
Play store. appstore.
Prasenjit Deb of Shei Boi
and Asiquzzaman of Chorui,
who had mobile book read-

‘ing apps named Boighar, -

said that they got more re-
sponse this year than that in
the previous year.

Prasensit said that their
apps were downloaded
about 15,000 times till Feb-
ruary 18 and the figute was
7,000 during the whole
month of February in 2015.

Asiquzzaman said that
their sales were much bet-
ters this year than the previ-
OUS year.

Bengal e Boi stall's Jahid
Milton said that they inau-
gurated their apps on Janu-
ary 22 and so far 2,500 peo-
ple downlpaded it.

L% Thgore,

. EB Selutions Limited is

-offering Banglalink users an

e-book reader, Banglalink
Boi Ghor and its stall atten-
dant Abdallah Al Soud said
that people from all walks
of life were visiting e-book
stalls but youth were more
interested group.

Many readers of e-hooks
said that these gadgets
changed their reading hab-
its and the major benefit
they were getting was that
they were now able to
have a number of books at

.once and to read them dur-

ing free time which came
quite unexpectedly or while
travelling and while being
stranded amid traffic con-
gestions.

Zakaria Ahmed a Dhaka
College student said that he
liked e-books  as he could
have them in pocket.

Shei Boi had about 250
e-books and about 125 were
free of cost in their apps.
Prices of the books range
from Tk 20 to Tk 110, sald
Prasenjit, adding that signifi-
cant number of buyers were
expatriate Bangladeshis.

Chorui's Boi Ghar is of

fering ,collection of works

of stalwarts of Bangla litera-
ture including Rabindranath
Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay, Sarat Chan-
dra Chatkopadhyay, Jibanan-
anda Das, Sukumar Ray and
Sukanta Bhattacharya in

Nl c-book format at the cost of

Books that got soaked in rain on Wednesday at Ekushey Book Fair are kept out to dry on

Thursday.
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Tk dOO to Tk 30 at the book
fair.

They have about 300
books and 50 of them were

 free of cost.

Beugal e-book has 260
e-books and their prices
range from Tk 10 to Tk 230,
Banglalink Boighar has 150
e-books most of them are
selling for Tk 10.

Pavments can be made
Visa, Mastercard
and bKash for Sei Boi, Cho-
rui and Bengal ¢ Bol while
pavinents for Banglalink Boi
Ghar will be deducted from

- cell phone account.

A total of 74 new tittles
hit the fuir on Thursday. The

. Bangla Academy held a dis-
- cussion on pros and cons of
-uprising of women in Bang-

ladesh and it would hold
another discussion on B'mﬂ-
ladesh of 2021 today.



