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RIMARY SCHOOL\\
" DROPOUTS

' A news stnry run by th:s paper Tuesday
+ &3 Jast about dropeuts in pnmary schools -
m the country mrght make- the cencerned quarters

- . uneasy. The picture it paints _is based on official
ddcuments The commitment for universal - pnm&ry
educet:en has been there for qu:te some time.and

l it has been getting high: pnontv in the develop- -
ment plans. But resource, constraints, shortage. of -
tremed teachers lnedequate phys:eal facilities and.
above .3" lack. of ‘proper ettltude haee mede the |
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task tod-difficult.” . o, .- v

" The Educetldn ' *Cemmissrdn headed . by Dr.
IKu drat-e-Khtida  reccmmended (1974) to .make
educet:en from grede I"to V, then available free, °
- as eempulsery by 1980 and education up to grade *
F Vil free and cempuisery bv 1983 We are today
Lndwhere near -the ‘fecommended target for 1980
.what to siy of 1983, » S , !
i . There has -of course been progress meanwhile, |
The edmlmstratten of pnmarv educetton has ‘been
strengthened with the estebhshment of. a direc- :
‘torate for pnrnary edueatten and appcuntment of
Assnstant Upazila Education Off:cere ‘The physical
fae:ht:es lmproved wuth esteblrshment of New
,sehdels expans.en of class rooms, er.rangements
of water eu;:nply and pllet and drstnbutlen of text -
books and  uniform among the- students The *
tralmng of  teachers had also had attentmn .
. The .continuation of the hlgh rate of dropout, .
however, indicate. social attntude -This has more
. 10 do n the expahsion. of educatlon and removal
. - i of illiteracy than mere phys:cel famhtres Besides.
, the Utlll!'f of having older-. chlldren ‘around to
:help  elders "in the pdarer farming families lnnlg

<

desperate economic sutuatren else saps all interest
for educating children. It is- difficult to make any
¢ dent in illitarata families wathout bnngmg about
Isocrei chenges . . LR %
| ‘The latest . 'Ministry of Educat:on document »
feveal 'not more than a third of the students
enrolied in grade | of primary schools complete
 the five year course:. - ‘The Wrold: Bank-'étﬁtistics *
last year said dnly 23 per cent of the prlrnery;'
students ceuld reach the fifth - grede ‘It .said.one-.
thlrd‘“uf the”“"students"’f theefirsit“g”r?dde werém‘ﬁl
ee-nly d:seduraged bv the overcrewded class rooms
and medequate teachlng .-An earlier joint study
- lconducted by Unijcef and- Unefcu showed that the-
dlopdut raté was almost 80 per cent till 1980
| The annuet drdpeut rate, ' according t6- official
saurces *was 22 per- ,cent in' 1985; it came down
te 18 in 1936 end to- .13.18 .in 1987. A _Survey
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