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OHAMMAD  Axzizul
islam, 12, son of Nur
Salam of Mahimudpur

village in Sirajgan] Sadar
upazita faced trouble in carry-
ing out his study due to his dis-
abiity.

When his father along with
the staff of Child Sight
Foundation (CSF), a NGO,
went to admit him to a primary
schiool at his village, the school
authorities agreed 10 admit
him but did not allow him 10
attend classes with other stu.-
dents saying that other stu-
dents may be panicked secing
“his unusual eyes.

The school headmaster said
he can get admitted to school
and appear at examinations,
but he wauld not be aliowed to

" aitend classes with other stu-

dents due to his visual lmpalir-
ment.

‘this is not an lsotated inci-
dent, Such type of Incident
happens though there Is ne
law restricting disabled chil-
dren from attending classes
with normal students,

There are many other peo-
ple in our country who live
with disabilities whicH can
exclude their participation in
society.

—

' Education experts said seg-
regated schooling for disabled
learners violates their basic
human right to education.

Speakers at a seminar In
Dhaka on June 13 urged the
government for introducing
“inclusive education” to mod-
erize the country’s education
system. They also apprehend-
ed that the country’s educa-
tion system would face prob-
lems without introducing the
method, " 4

lainin e inclusive
edﬁgﬂon, 8 Prof.
Maniruzzaman Mia, former
Vice Chancellor .of Dhaka
University, sald It based on the
right of all level leamners to get
a qunll?' education that meets
basic learning needs and
enriches lives,

Inclusive education is
based on the eight of oll learn-
ers to a quallty educhtion thi
meets basic learning needs
and enriches lives, Focusing
particularty oh vuinerable and
marginalized groups, it seeks
to develop the full potentdal of
every individual. '

The wltimate goal of tnelu-
sive quality educatlon is 1o ond
nll foems of diserlmintion and
uster socinl coheston,

fnclustve education is a
duvielopmenial approach scek-
ing to address the learning
needs, of all chitdren, youth

andadults witha specificfocus - = In Inclusion perspeciive, a
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on those who are vitlnerable to
marginatisatlon and exclusion.

[nclusive educatiod means
that all students in a school,
regardiess of rheir strehgths or
weaknesses  in any ~aréa,
become part of the‘schoo] -

teacher has 1o find owt these

children and take up responsi-
bility lor ensuring assistance
from school authoritics. socle-
ty, family, students, education-
ol institutions, sockal leaders
and others for admitting them

community. They are inelided . into school for their education.
in thé feeling of helonging i3 ¥n inclusive education, all

among other studeifls, teach-

ers, and support.stafl. Schools -
have a duty to educate chil-

dren with disabilities in gener- ¢

al education clagsrooms.

Inclusive education means
inclusion of those children
who have sight or hearing
problem and those who can-
not walk or learn in slow
process,

It also means all other chil- '
dren who remained out of
study process and deprived of
recelving education. These
children cannot adjust the -
education systemn, which has .
beer formulated for normatl
children, ‘

As they sufler from differ-
cnt diseases and malnutrition
and cannot do well in their
study, they are most likely to
drop out of education. Some of ¢
them may be pregnants, some
may be HIV/AIDS virus carrier |
or working children. At this
time, they were likely to attend *
school, but they cannot do it
because of responsibility of
earning livelihocd of their
respective familics.

Besides, there are same
children who are admitted 10
school but they cannot egually
participate in different class
lessons. Because, there is no
baoks in their mother tongue
or {irst language and they are
never asked to participate In |
learning process, those who
never want fo  participate,
those who cannot see black- *
board or text books or fail to
hear lecture of teachers and .
those who connot leamn well,
but they are not given assis-
tance for |t . i

These children generally sit
ot hack bencehies in class room
and. @ one stage, they drop
out el education. A teacher has
to erenle such nn nimosplicre
where afl ehildren enn carry
out their study, all leaeners
want 1o learn and feel that
they are part and pareel of this
sehuol or class room. '

It ts needed to change the
teachers, school authorkices
and  education  system (o -
ensure dnclusive education, |
Beenuse, Bt meet ol require-
ments of different “childrdn at |
clnssroom or school and ey
can casily take part in aff the
aciivitles of school.

the obstacles which hamper
the learning of chitdren in and
outside the schoot are identi-
fied and steps taken for lts
solution, *

The topic, {nclusive educa-
tion,”is being discussed for
adoption In ,the developing
countries. Under inclusive
cglucational system, congenial
cducationa) atmosphere is'cre-
ated in thes schools. Local
schools are fitted with neces-
sary policy, physical infra-
structure, human resources
and educational Inputs for glv-
ing education to handicapped
children.

This ‘model is gaining
acceplabillly to guardians,
teachers and policy makers
across the globe. The human
rights of children and full
flourishing of a child get prior-
ity in this system.

The government put more
emiphasis on creating educa-
tional opportunities for the
children with Special needs
under the Primary Education
Development  Programme
(PEDP). A plan of action has
also been formutated for inclu-
sive education under PEDP.2
project.

Earlier, Primary Education
Department felt the necessity
of Inclusive education and sent
separate letters to various edu-
cational departinents.

Inclusive educatien {or chil-
dren with special needs affords
a sense of belonging to 1he
diverse human family, pro-
vides a diverse stimulating
environment in which to grow
and learn, evolves In feelings of
being o member of a diverse
community, enables develop-
ment of frlendships, provides
opportunities  to  develop
ncighborhood friends,
enhances sell-respect, pro-
vides affirmations of Individu-
itlity and provides peer models
ptovides opportunities to be
educated with saine-nge peets.

The principle of Inclusive
cducalion was adupied at the
Workl Conference on Special
Needs lucatiom: Access and
Quallry  (Salumanes, Spaln,
19940) and was restnted ot the
Waorld  Edueatlon Forum
{(DPbkar, Senegal, 20001 The
ideaolinchusion s Tueiher sup-

- pnilcd by the UN Swindard

Rules on the Equalization of

. Objectives are making a visual-

Opporiunities for Persons with
Disabilities proclaiming par-
ticipation and cquality for all.

Inclusive - cclucation
cnhances educational . oppor-
tuntties lor ail stidents, To thiy
end, schools create environ-
ments where; all students fegl
a strong sense of belonging, all
students learn to interact
tespecifully with others, all
students learn 10 understand
and appreciate diversity, and
all parents and carers in the
comimunity can take an active
rolte in the life of the school.

"Child Sight Foundation
(CSF), a NGO working for
eliminatfon of visuat Impalr-
ment and rehabllitation of the
visually Impaired childten,
included Inclusive education
in thelr programme. It held
cultural and sports pro-
gramme comprising normal
and Impaired children In
Sirajgan| and Naogaon dis-
tricts for promoting inclusive
education,

In CSF's education service
madel, there. are advocncy,
pre-schoeol education, educa-
tion for visually impatred chil-
dren, school development and
educatton at local schoot.

Pre-school education: Its

ly impatred child saitable for

admission into a school, and
initial development of chil-
dren. A visually impaired child
receives  training for B-18
months under pre-school edu-
cation for admission imo
school,

Education at leeal schoual:
Assisting teachers at class
rooms and assisting visaally
children at home. making
classmates of visually imputred
children and manage neces-
sary books, matcrinls, dross
and education expenditure,

School  development:
Introduction with  fnclusive
education system, nnnunl and
hannual tealning of hendmns-
ters and teachers and change
and increase of physical infro-
struciure.

Advocacy: mativating par-

ents, soclety and school gov.

erning body and making (hem
nware,

Lducation  experts  and
develupment workers boped
that 1the rghts of all childrer
will be estsured widh Introd /
ton of Inglusive cdm'{yn
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