LL who have pleaded for
the resignation, of DU
Vice-chanceller
Anawarullah Chowdhury would -
not have donc so had they
remembered that it is the same
man who took over at an un-
carthly lime in the evening. No
VC in the Dhaka University's

history has ever shown such

hastiness to assume the respon-
sibility of vicc-chancellorship.
Isn't it too much to cxpect that
he would go on his own? Others
were convinced thal the teachers
helonging to the White Pancl
and cven the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) had withdrawn
their backing to the VC afier the
brutal atrocitics on the female
studenis of the Shamsunnahar
Hall. It seems they too were not
guided by the political realities
of the day.. Memories have once
again belraycd such people who
arc incorrigibly optimists.,
Didn't the JICD itself brutally at-
tack a victory procession of
women students frem Rokeya
Hail on the DU campus and leave
a number of the processionists
injured a few ycars ago?

As for the White Panclists, the
less said the better. How could
none of therm come out Lo openly
condemn the police brutality in
the girl students’ dormitory? Do
not forgel therc was at least one

female proctor among the four

who entered Shamsunnahar Hall
with the police on the night of
the despicable incident. Do not
also forget that the proctors de-

nied they had seen any atrocitics -

being committed by the police—
male or female. With all these
hard evidences at hand, ‘any ex-
pectation that the VC will have
no supportcr 1o back him is sim-
ply foolish.

And look at the turn-around in
the on-going event on DU cam-
pus. The police have become
more ruthless and are surpassing
all their dastardly deeds they
managed to do in the past. Not
only have they bloodied their
hands by unleashing their frenzy
on the swudents. including the
girls among them but also came
down upon the tcachers with full
fury to maul them. This is not™
just an act of physical violcnce
but crossing a line considered
until then sacred. In this God-
forsaken country journalists had
long suffercd the police atroci-

ties. But never before did the po-
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. lice dare use their brute force on

the university teachers. Now that
the police have overcome the
mcntal  barricr courtesy of
Anwarullah Chowdhury and his
cronies, life will never remain
the same in this_land.

What next? Will the lawyers

. and judges have to suffer at thes,
" hands of the police? Withno |}

law, no respect for the re-
speciable and no sanctity of in-
stitution as decided by cotlective

consensus, will the country slide
into gangsterism and jungle
rules? I the highest™seat of
learning is lcased , out 1o
mediccre men like Anwarullah
Chowdhury for carrying oul the
political ‘programmes of the rul-
ing party, they are mosi likely
10 botch up things. How can the
police show the courage to do
what they are doing on the DU
campus? Just think of the vice-
chancellors who graced this
lofty position of the Oxford of *
the East during the British Raj or
afterwards. Was it possible flor
the government to cow them

" down and make them a panly 1o

any political agenda of its own?

Now look. at the varying pos-
turcs of Anwarullah Chowdhury.
He had no quatms about denying
flatly his knowledge. let alonc
involvement, about what hap-
pened in the Shamsunnahar Hall
on that fateful night. Then he
10ld the police entered the dormi-
tory at about eight in the,
evening. He had to remove Prof,

Sultana Shafi, then provost of
the hall, because, according to
hiny there were allegations of ir-
regularities and naked political
instigation against her. He also
felt no shame to complain that
the provoest did not want to oust
the JCD non-residents because it
might help her stay in her posi-
tion. Then in a press release it
was claimed that Prof. Sultana
wanted to oust the JCD ousiders
but not the BCL ({Bangladesh
Chhatra League) non-residents.
If these are not cnough contra-
diction, just listen 1o what the
VC has been saying then on. He
claims there were only 2,000
students protesting the Sham-
sunnahar Hall incident. Whereas
the ncwspapers have put the
number at 12,000 o 15,000
Then again, he had no hesitation
to.say that school students und
garments workers were higed to
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join the protest rally. The list is
cndless and the police present
there have noticed how low the
VC can stoop. If the men in
uniform then arc templed to
conclude that such-men deserve
no respect and need a good
beating, can you blame them, f
the holder of the highest posi-
tion is held in contempt. other
teachers whom they™ have not
wisdom enough 10 treat with due
deference are quite naturally go-
ing 1o be the likeliest turger. bt
is exactly how inefficicnt men

_who morcover play political

stooges manage to bring down
the institutions- and compromise
the professional, standard and
with this the aura associated with
if. " a
We are therefore not only liv-
ing in a barren time but also
passing a most critical phase of
our history. Criminalisation of
politics has viliated all arcas of
life, including cducalion. There

were and siill are respectable and
reputed teachers worthy ol the
highest university position. The
palitical governments have ig-
norcd them because those high-
calibre teachers were never ¢x-
pected 10 do the formers' hid-
ding. Usually such vencrable
tcachers have preferred 1o opt out
of the rat race for the vice-chan-
cellorship. But there were a few
who wanted to bring aboul a
change in the quality of higher
studics and the university admin-
istration, No wonder, Dr. Sirajul
Istam Chowdhury was never
made the VC. cven though he
.polied the highest voles twice.
Wonder of wonders, it is such
a political government that
wants the student politics to be
banned for cver. Installing peo-
ple who would go any length to
satisfy their political mentors in
cxchange lor power and perks, in
key position of the university
disqualifics onc from carrying
out a han on student politics. It
has heen reported that the VC
had scverdl meetings with the
JCD lcaders. Almost all the
dailies carried picture of JCD
cadres lending their hands in the
attack against the protesting
studenis. The JCD's joining the
fray has added a ncw dimension

-to the movement. The police too

were cver more ruthless 1o work
in favour of the VC. :

And look what a farce it was!
Two policemen were suspended

for théir involvement in atiach
against journalists or teachers
(versions are dilferent). Three
more were transferred for faling
1§ conlrol«the situation en the
night of attack on students in
Shamsunnahar Hall. On the one
side a few members of the police
are meted out ioken punishment
and on the other they are ordered
to go the whole hog. Who would
belicve that the police would
dare go berserk unless they are
insiructed so? On the day they
wenl berserk and managed to

break a leg of a teacher and injure

many others.

What everyone, including Lhe
BNP government has lorgoticn
is that Dhaka University has
cver remained the last bastion of
protest and defence against in-
justice and all that is cvil. The

+ majority of teachers and students

will definitely show their re-
silicnce and prove that they arc
no playthings at any polilical
party's hand, including the
Awami League's. The Orwellian
vision of no respite has set in
society. thanks to the alliance
government's highhandedness
and naked politicisation. 1t
surety will have to pay a heivy
price for this. No onc has suc-
ceeded to 1lame the university. it
has always found the right course
of action ultimately. This lime il
15 not expected to be any differ-
ent. '

"The demand for the VC and the

proctors involved to go is not
enough. They have proved their
morai bankruptcy and must no
longer remain teachers. They are
a disgrace lo any institution and
the sooner the ruling party ad-
mits this and acts accordingly
the better Tor the nation. Their
replacement may be as bad as
them or even worse. It is neces-
sary (o cnsure that the job is
handed over to the most respon-
sible pair of hands available.
The eachers will now fecl the
urgency to fight for their moral
authority and dignity. It is in-
decd a sad day for a universily or
a nation when the gurus at the
highest scat of lcarning lose
their integrity and moral author-
ity to guide Lheir studenis and
society ot large. So now ihe

fieht has to be for restoration ot -

the lost respect for knowledge
and wisdom that in fact are the
ahiding strength of any nation.
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