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Islamic countries are getting together for

|
|

‘near Dhaka. It is " the first joint action by 44
. Tember-countries ' of “the Organization of.. Isla-
' mic Conference to deal. with. a problem °which

- Tesources and talents can speed up a solution..Pre-
sident Ershad addressing a convocation of the Cen-
ire on Thursday underscored the need for bolster- |

Ing collective Islamic efforts for the further growth -
of this vital institution: He said it could develop into |

- SKill for the Muslim nations. S
- Bangladesh as 3 ‘member of the OIC has been
- at the vanguard of the campaipgn for developing ap-
bropriate technologies within the Islamic countries. ;
- 1t is in recognition’ of that ‘role that. the OIC -
3 decided to choose Bangladesh  ag the site for the: |
| ICTVTR where students from'all Muslim countries
Can converge for adlvanced - Studies. and training, ,
This,_conﬂunce_ofdearn_ers is in itself useful in -~ “;
- the transfer of technologies within the . OIC forum. ?'

s . - There is another aspect * of .this +éxchange |
- of ideas, The Centre helps forge links: among Mus-'

lim countries by developing cooperation among the. "

Students. This has a. political bearing on the

Strengthening -~ of <unity - of the ‘community - of

f Muslim countries. It jg- for ‘this also  that the

© ICTVTR must develop further. .and - continue

' xelf-reliance, they will have'to ‘work more vigorous-
‘. ly for acquiring modern technologies, There has to
. be a genuine - transfer of - technology — not the
hirihg of it. There Séems to be a tendency among
some Muslim countries to buy advanced. technolo-
“- gies without taking “appropriate :Steps’ for develo - !
" ing these themselve§ in - time ™"and’ assimilating
| .‘hem. Buying technologies: can. never ™ create the

conditions for self-reliance nor can. it lead to, sus-
-tainable development. Buying also ' creates a new |

- dependency -which may in the long. run create fur-

» - *ther complications slowing”. down -or ‘subverting.
o growth, R -
. The importance of acquiring technologies |
S {"* stems from the fact that it.creates the right-envi- |
. y ronment for an industrial take.off, What the Mus: |{:
- &

" .lim countries (all of which belong to' the develop- - |
ing world) require is the enhancement of the general L
" level of the technological skills of their peoples. The |

N + {act that the OIC;had decided to set up the technica .*
). -, and vocational training centre goes - to prove that
“there is an increasing realization that the techni-
1 -cal skills of the man-in-the-street has to pe raised.

| reassured that the OIC Secretary General Dr. Hami;

. 41 Gabid who attended the convocation. ceremony
. pledged his organization’s commitment to the
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