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THE government has declarec
that compulsory primary educa

o Jannary, 1992, Iis success  will,
. however. - depend on an effective
; machinery to implement it and ity
| ‘accuunmh:hty

21 It has often been stated. that the
§1."opportumty” cost for sending a child
ALY prmary school s the reason for
4] poor enrolment in Class 1 and gra-
;5 dual droppifig .out in the successive
] calsses,
' the reason for our illiteracy. West
.| Bengal. Kerala. St Lanka ™ and

| ;E spite of the fact that their per capita
[ intome s-simifar o ours,

During the ‘last decade huge
amounts of public funds and external
-} aid have hen fuancled in the primary
| education sector, without any visible
| improvements in the mcreme of li-

ction will commence from the 1st o -

‘Our failures in the past have been -
_"‘ too many and this has also been
4 -reflected in the Fourth Year-Plant.

Poverty cannot be said to be

Mivimmar have high hiteracy rates, in -
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teracy. Of the one hundreu cmﬁ:
ifliterates in the world. more than 8-6,

crose lihterates ar¢ m Bangladesh '

alone.-
It 15, thercfore, transpatently ciear

- that both our strategy and man- )
agemtit have {ailed to make any dcm_._
m our illiteracy. Some of thnse fai-

lures have been blatantly recognised
i the Fomrth Five Yar Plan

Uur thrusttrom now: on should be
more - in the devclopment of the
human_ resources, and ‘less on the

_develﬂpmﬂnt of physical facifiteis. In.
week we see the pictures of -

every
difapiduated” primary schoo! buildings
in the news media. In the last decade

we spentithe major part .of our .

fesources in the constructiofn of.

school buildings. and nationalising
the pnmary. schools (rather, - the

nationalising of the remusterations of
the remuncrations of the. teachers).

Qur attention to these two. areas.

have not résulted in a marked m-

CTease: uf m:hunl enmimentr ur pre-
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_venting ihe dropouts trom doing so.
We do not need ¢xpensive butig-

m'gs and furniture in the furif dreas.

103 “would be much: better to have
bambuufmud houses with tinned roof

in syminetry with village - eviron-

ment, and evolve a way, where we

could get the maximum amount of
help from thie local eommunity/union -
\parishads. The taking over of all the

IcSpunmhllmes by the Government,
« ‘has’ crippled the lncalfcummumly n-

Jitiative participation and responsibil-
ity. For the present, the government -

may withdraw itself from the ¢ fepairs

"and -maintenance of the pnmay
'school buildings, and this responsi-
bility can be gwen to the tocal com- ;
munity. e e

We may also ponder. whether we!

'~ should go ab:caﬂ and also nationalisc;
the remaining” pnmar}' schools. Qur

‘objective cach time 15 to raise the

| quahty ‘of the primay school teaching

he cnrnlment of childeen uhuj
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. The expentiture may run imo' sever-

fdr.ia as an experimental-pilot -

grant/aid piven (o this sector. we bae

. teracy, rate in lhc mumn We' have
-~ refained rather stmu: as 2 cosult of

'Kh'alcda Zia has to cnsure that we

. by the furn'of the century. Unless we
-attain a literacy rate of at.least fifty

. economy:;

e

dI'L m th whot- 1i‘4t‘.lll1':.‘. PN
ThL Fuurth Five-Yeur Plan Lmh
ages the' pnnﬁmn of schoul lunches.

al ‘hundred crores of. tike on this
programme. Keeping this in view wy
may provide lunches inpartiqutur

ject. 'H-is rmher patnful o observe
that n 5.p-u: of the masive dosey

hardly - attained anv mmnmﬂiul li-

-

which the “absolute numbers of 1hu.-
lihteratea h'h'r.. IﬂL‘l‘t’."dHE{I fast.” -

Theh: guvernmem of . Begum'-'

ﬂ'q_|.-....- e _4-1_',:‘; d"'-'..l—-_- . -_'-'---H-'l-"‘

attain 2’ respectable rate of hteracy.

iy

‘per cent, ‘both the . prowth of the-
and the future course of

the' democratic culture will he en- -
danigered | o 1
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