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“Teachers study

Peter. Brook

Teachers.and would-be teach.
ers from all parig of the Com-
monawealth can have their,skills
mmproved or be taught the ba-
sice of theitr 'prefessiordat  a
centre run by the University of
Newcastle upon Tyne in north-
east England.

1 ¢ The most up-to-date,,mes..-

tnﬂ'ds and mpnlailcuted aids -
are used 1o improve students’
teaching standards and prepare
the future (eachers to cope,
The university’s Centre for
vrevelopment in ‘Education
Uverscys aims 1o tamiliarise its
studenis with modern methoils
ane ideas which may be adap-
ied to local colditions over-
sezs; and to encourage gheém
1q plan their work in terms of
their future pupils’ reeds ana

- imtercsts  Teaching by invols-

ing children ‘n planned activi-
ties id stressed throughout the

trainir.g.

There are "various - coursas
leading to diplomas for teachers
in . nursey’ primary or second-
ary educaticn; a diploma course
tor -teachers »f handicapped
children; and diploma courses
tor trainers of primary teach-
-ers for tea.hers of English aj

a for2ign language for .those
m educational management anc
administration and for those
wishing 10 obtain a diploma in

"drama in educalion.
Candidates who have com-

pleteqd successfully any of the

one.year cirses lgading to a

dlplﬂmd in eduicational studies
may “take a further one-year
course culminating in the dip-

studies|BPhil Part I. Successful .
students can then proceed to
stady a furither vear for either

4he BPhil Part IT or the Mlid .

degree,

Guy Branthwaite the centre's
diractor spent 8ix years mn Tane
Fania and fourin  Upanda train.
ing teachers hefore hereturped
to England to stat the centre mn
1962, He has no-doubt at all

aboup the value of the coursey
offered,

Beg'nning -mth just ten stu-.

dents Mr Branthwaite has
develaped a centre with a
world reputation -for teaching
excellence which now accepts
up 10 ?ﬂ.students a year. - Past
students include K.P, Morake
Botswana's Ninister for Educa-
tion and R.W. Chirwa minister
for the . northern region . of
Malawdi. S

The 1983 intgke includes stu.
dents frorm Brunei® Zambia Ni-

geria Hong Kong the Cayman.

islands Kenya St Vincent Swazi
isnd ‘the Turks and Caicys

I (slands Botswana Malawi Gha.
- g Lesothg the Seychelles and
- Maxritivs, Among them are

primary and secondary school
teachers sctoo! inspectors ard
those responsible for school
planming, Some of them are
sépunsored by the British Cour-
cii and Britain’s Overseas De.
velopment _Administration

On arrival the students 27
throuzh a two-week general
course o get used to life gt
Newcostle and o . have their
aptitude fop coping with the

-'English language assessed.

"’Our aim" says Mr Branthwaite
Js ever to tr;.r and I pose
B! sitishe svsers . {each.
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latest techniques

aims ¢f their owrn ceuntries and
to adapt our ideas .fo suit
themsuelves, o8

“There aré obviously - wide
‘differances  between schools
here**ﬁ‘:ﬂ“iﬁ"&év&ﬁpﬁﬂ" = coun-
tries, Sometimes the teachers
#ind it hard .to realise how
much . {echnological equip.

~ment s available to schools m

ritain. Bui really teaching is

«.all about relationships between'

tEachprs and pupils and thero
15 much in common between a

teacher in Britain and ohe in

" another country.”

Thlslsbotnenutbya 28-
year-cld '~ physical education
teacher from Brunei Abu Has
#an b'n Ibrahim who works in
hig. (cuniry's main fown Ban-
dar Scri Begawan, He com.
“ments -: “Semug how | other
teachers work is very interest-
ing I have picked up 2 ot ::.f
“useful tips.”

- This sentiment is echoed b;
Shing Tak Leung an official
from the Hori¢ Kong education

- devar'ment which is responsi-

ble for 2500 schools and-aboat
15 miillion pupils Mr Shing
who is studying for his Diplo.

ma in Educational Studies (M-

nagement and Administration,
renarked: “It i¢ very irterest.
ing to compare how the Britiih

school system works with our

own n Hopg Kong, Our edu-

catior systen. is very advunced -
but I believe we can still learn

- from Britain.”

+ The centre works closely
with Newcastle upon Tyne
‘Polytechnic and with.various
departments of the university
50 that the specialised needs
of any of its teacher-studenis
can be met.. A field of educa-
tion for which Newcastle 15
pal ticularly well known " in
vJhe ‘United Kingdom  is its

. work with handicapped child-

ren and those with learning’ “'

difficulties. Among the cenhtr:s
1983 students are seven who

are taking z special course un- .

de; tutor Mrs Anhette Bamatd

at the Pendower School one of

the leadir g schools for han di-
capped children in northern

~England. - The seven trainees

come from - as far mpart 2as

Hong Kong Nigeria Brunei am"

- Zambia,

Mr Ziyo Siatwiinda, the 37-
yearold deputy headmaster at
the Dagahma Spécial School for
the - Physically  Handicapped

near Luanshya, Zamhia is one
" of the seven. As a physical edu-

cation. teacher, he ig interested
in the many outdoor pursuits at

. Pendower, which include horse-.

riding, skiing, swimming, rock
climbing, gliding and canoeing.
“These are' all good for muscle

building,” he, says, "and for get
ting the chlldren out ' into ther

open air.”

But nﬂrmal school studies are
not forgotten at Pendower,

whose children, suffering from °

spina bifida, muscular dystro-
phy, cerebral palsy, cystic fibro-
sis and other disabilities, are
expected to follow a normal
school curriculum .up to 0 level

General Certificale “of Educat-
ion standard. This too impres-
ses Mr Siatwiinda who, like
others attending Newcastle g,
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