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‘Muslim studerits boycott '

exams in Gujarat

" AHMEDABAD (India). Apr.

18:-Some 5,000 Muslim students

boycotted school 'gxaminations
today in lndia‘s\{im-ilgt/nv stern
state of Gujarat. whe ;El&rian
riols have claimed mdc than 850
lives, principals said. reponts AFP.

School leaders and relief work-
ers said the students staged the
boycott to protest against the gov-
emment’s decision to sct up their
examination ccnters in  Hindu-

dominated neighbourhoods where.
they considered (hemsclves vul- -

ncrable to mob attacks.
"Only half the Muslim students

*in our school tumed up to take the

examinations even though we had
arranged for transportation from
the school to the exam centre,”
said one principal of a local school
in Ahmedabad’s Jamalpur arca.

School examinations in Ahmed-
abad have been postponed twice
since the scctarian riots began in
late February.

"We simply felt uncomfortable
and unsafe asking our children to
g0 and sit for exams,” said one

parent, Nafisa Ahmed.
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v Mohsin Kadri, co-ordinator of
the' Shah Alam relief camp for
Muslims, said they had requested
school authorities and the govemn-
ment to make néw, arrangements to
help the homeless students. but
their pleas were ignored..

"We had asked for some, of the
exam centres 10 be shified to Mus-
lim majorty arcas but “since this
was not done Muslim parents had
no choice but to stop their children
from taking the cxams,” Kadr
said.

Al least 850 people, mostly

Muslims have been killed in the
riots in Gujarat. ;
AP adds from New Dethi: Op-
position lawmakers forced the
Indian Parliament to adjourn early
for the fourth straight day on
Thursday. putting more pressure
on the prime minister to firc the
top official of riot-tom Gujarat
state.

“Remove Medi,” chanted oppo-
sition Jawmakers, who accused the
Gujarat chief minister, Narendra
Modi, of doing little to halt the
Hindu-Muslim rioting in western
Gujarat state. ' :
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