, accelerale
- Y ot
developmeni, and make the !

Prime Minister, Begu m

.Khaleda Zia on Friday urged all

atriotic citizens of the country
irrespective of  party

" allilintions Lo actively join the -

lileracy programme lo make it
a success ‘wilthin the shorlest
possible Ume, reports BSS.

"Let us declare in one voice

_that we will. free our country

from the cursc of flliteracy by

'the year 2000," she appealed Lo

the people of all walks In
observance of the Internatignal
Literacy Day. .

" The Prime Minister said her
govermment had taken all steps
to remeove ;llitcracy io
- Lae

pace of -

people  conscious of Lheir
rights, ~“dignily
responsibilities, | :
- We are [irmly commitled Lo
cradicate illiteracy from ihe
country by the year 2000," she
allirmed. '

Begunt Zia also gave utr_nus(
ucalion (o'
help maintain the hard-carned -

imporiance .on ¢

democracy and democralic

spirit. "Wc have Lo contlinue the

resent trend of education to

live as a dignified nation,” the.

Prime Minisler said.
Organiscd by the Primary
and
at- Osmany Mecemorial 1Hall
Audilorium, thce lunction was
addressed also by Dcepuly
Leader: of the Jatlya Sangsad
Prei AQM ° DBBadruddoza
. Chowdhury as spcecial guest,
former Education Advisor Mr
Azizul Ilug, noted
cducationalist Dr Abdutlah al-

! Muti Sharfuddin and Sccretary
and Mass:

of the Primary

“Education Division Kazi.
Rakibuddin Ahmed. | ¥
Prime  Minister

The

and

ass Education Division .

dicate irll*it‘ejrac. . .
‘Maintain democratic
- spirit, says Khale

distributed awards among the
best teachers for their notable
contributions in the
programmes of non-formal
cducalion, basic educalion and
adult cducation. Each award
reecived o medal, cash and a
certificate, '

The Prime Minister said her
government has been making
the” highest  budgetary
allocalfons in cducation s¢etor
CVCry year. ‘ |

Referring le” the
introduction of compulsory
rimary cducation and food-
or-educalion - programme,
increasc of enrolment rale- in
rimary’schools {o 82 per cent
Begum Zia said these measures
had helped maised the rate of
literacy to 37 per cent in the

last four ycars., . |

- She said the government
had also introduced non-
formal cducation and adult
education programmes side by
side with the Jormal education.

.. 'The Prime Minis{cer said {
, that  the citizens. of

%
1
1

1

4

F

- sccondary level outside the

“ Minister said this prodgramnic

. cradication of jlliteracy.

“aghicved in
- education, in the last few yeirs

Lalmonirhat district had now
been fredd. from: the curse of
AlHteracy - thfough  the

cooperalion of the people of all |

shades of opinion.

The programunies of ‘overall
cducation movement', she said,
had been taken in the district of
Bhola. = :

She hoped Lhis movement
would .be expanded to cach
district “and thana of Lhe-
country. - -

" Non-formal - .cducalion
programme, < egum Zia said,
would be introduced throughout
the country from next January.
~ Referring - o
introduction’ of free education:
for the  girls - students  al
municipal arcas ‘the Prime
would be Introduced in the
municipal arcas also from the
nextyear.. .

Infrastructures in the ficld
of educalion, she satd, had been’”
strengthened Lo .ensure
cducaiion for all. =

The- ebjective of huge
Investmient in education scctor,
Begum Zia said, was to build a
produclion-oricnied, dignificd
and workable human lofce.

Bangladesh, Begum Zia said,
was a-signilory to the World
Declaration: on “Education for

| / " Contd. trom page 1

/of the nine highly populous
. countlries, -

In his speech Dr Badruddoza
Chowdhury underlined the

nced  for inllpurling life-
oriecnted and production-
oricnled -cducatlion o the

people. e also —urged all
political parlics o play a.
responsible U role .in Tthe

Mr  Azizul flug said a
remarkable progress had been
the  field of

In this regard he meniioned
to " the iIntroduction of
compulsory. primary cducation,
Increase of enrolment in the
primary schools: and progrdss
in the non-forimal education.

Dr -Abdullah Al Muu
Sharfuddin. saidga ‘dramatic
progress” had been achicved in
Lhe ease of womed education in

the country during the last few
Years. o3 sy |

A _.
e said living standard of

Lhe people had improved, which
created hopes among them. %
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