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| ‘ Prime  Minister Begum
) i Khaleda Zia Saturday - under-
| lined the need fnr'fnrmulalinEa
| common position by the
i SAARC member countries on -
the problems of millions of
women in South Asia so that
they could raise voice collee- . |
tively on the issues at the coni-
|| ing world conference on women
in Betjing, reports BSS. ,
-+ Inaugurating a. two-day
- SAARC ministerial mecting on
womenr in DhakKa the Prime
| Minister hoped that a collective
1 SAARC position would be pre-
‘scnted in the Beijing conference
L on the basis of consensus.

The mecting of the SAARC
Women's Allairs Ministers, she
said, would hclp reach a con-

| scnsus through cxchange of
idcas ahd-expericnces on taking
a coordinated stand on various

. _The Prime Minister siid the
Dhaka resolution on wemen, to
bc adopfed at the ministerial
mceting, would cover the com- -
mon intercsts of the  South .
Asian region, where one-fifth

[ the world's women live.

‘The collective wisdom and

1c.shared experiences of the
uth Asfan countrics, Begum.

Khaleda calls for common!
0 Asian-position in Beijing

- majorily people of Bangladesh,

"~ guarantees equal rights for men
v Women's- and Children Affairs
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. issucs of common conceriy of
women al the Beljing confer-
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‘Zia said,~would help make the
- conference a succeess. ' -
“The. Prime Minister said

cquality and "our Conslitulion

and women". Begum Zia said/(s-
lam, which is the religion of the

also emphasises cqual rights of
mch and women. . :
Chaired by State Minister for
Begum Sarwari Rahman, the |
inaugural scssfont was also ad-
dressed by the SAARC Scerciary
General,, Mr YK: Silwal, the
Indian Minister of State for
Women and Child Develop-
ment, Mrs Basavara Jeswari,
The inaugural function began
with - the rceitation from the
Quran by Qari Fdlema
Akhtar.- =~ .
The: Prime Mialster sand |
Hangladesh had taken a num-
ber ol 'steps for empowerment)” |
development and sccurity of
women in Bangladesh. In gov-
crnmert jobs, she said, 10 per
cent quota for gazetted officers
and 13 per cent Tor noni-gazetted
stalf "had *been reserved for
women in addition to merit and
regional quola. ;
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Nairobi, Rio, Vicnna, Cairo and
Copenhagen,” she added,. -
- The prime objective of all
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SAARC ministerial meet on women Begins

on position®

‘women is a scrious’ problem in

ers are ‘appointed from- among
women. - -

" AReferring to frec education
for girl students up to class ten
outside the municipal arcas
and stipend for them, provision
for capital punishment to slop
repression on women, loan [a-
cililics to make the women, self-

| separaté ministry
4§ 'afairs; thE

+ Bangladesh's commitment for

| - the advancgment of women. - -
Bangladcsh, she said, was
committed to implementing. the

i joals and objéctives of Lhe
- ¥ Nalrobi Jorward-leoking

sirategies. S
| . Begum Zia underscored the

* Hensive action-programme, to
be supported by matching re-

- sources,. for the success of this

' commitment. |

~ the developed countries had re-

nd additional resources {o at-
in the goals of the Nairobi
rward-locking strategies for

R

! - Zia said, sixly per cent of weach: |

reliant and-establishment of a
of women's -
Prime Minister

said, these steps had reflected

need for launching a compre-

. The Primec Minister said thaf

sponsibilitieg to provide fresh .

SAARC countrics, Ministers,
. MPs and“diplomats-and high
civil and military
were present al the inaugural

session at the impressive In-.

ternational Corilcrence Centre
{Icc).- . . . U
Large sizc flags of the seven
SAARC counirics were hung
from the main entrance af the
ICC to thd auditerium on the
. otcasion. - .
© _Bangladesh is” hosting the”
SAARC -ministerial ‘mecting on
~women: towards - the world
women's conference in Beijing
as pet the dectsion taken in the
last SAARC . summit- in New
Delhi in May this ycar. ,
" The first ever Women AlTairs-
- ministerial-level” mecting as-
sumes importance in view ofl
the upcoming United Nations
Conf¢rence on Wormen . in Bei-
» Jingin Scptember this year., |

Begurh - Zia  said the first
World Conicrence on Women
was held in Mexico in"1975. "We.
are now on way to Bcijing 1o -
parlicipate in the fourth world
conference on wamen after a _
long journey from Mexico via

officials _

these endcavours, 'Begum Zia
- said, was to ensure equal rights
of men:and women by freein
the women community. ol al
cxploitations and deprivations.
Yet discrimination against
women slill persists in differ-
, ent countries of the world and
equal rights of women to educa~
- -tion, training, jobs, housing
and other seclors have not yet
- been ensured, she safd.
- Banglddesh, the Prime Min-
- ister said, was erhph.?.sising‘ on
status, equal rights and em-
powermenti offwomen {rom the
- very beginning of the formation
of thé South Asian Association
-for Regilonal Cooperation
BAARCG. = |
Begum Zia said as SAARC.
- Chairperson, she raised the is-
. sues in different international
“fora. S |
i  The Prime Minister said the”
declardtion of the World Sum-
.mit for ‘social development in
Copenhagen has highlighted,
cnnancermmient of social. integra-
- tion, alleviation and reduction
- of poverty, and expansion of -
prodguctivé employment.  »

., Shesaid "pgaeu" is a far ery

- politics, . cconomic activitics?

wvoice colicetive

tg bring ap!
pea e J i

——

for women and violenee against’

South Asia, as indeed in other }
parts of Lhe world, "We must en-
act and reinforee penal, civil,
labour and :administrative’ | |
codes lo punish and redress the | -
wrongs causcd to women and’
firls who are. subjccted to-any
orm of violence;? Begum Zia
said. _ .
She said social inequalil
among men and women in al-
mosl every sphere of life is a

-greal challenge before us. :
©. ~Women community - of this: |
. region arce passing their days’ |

amidst traditional social. ta-
boos, superstijions and other.
impediments. They are not get-
ling .cqual dpportunity in cdu-
cation, health, nutrilion, jobs,

and management of environ-
menl. Lo o ‘

The causes behind diserimi-
nation against women and re:
pression on them inelude ero-
sion ol social and cultural val-
ues, caste system, unequal posi-!
tion of women in. family and
socicty, drug addiction, .rc-;
ﬁiﬂnﬂl and international con-

icts etc. We must raise our

end to it, she said.




