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‘makers on campus

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia on Monday said those cn-
gaged in acts ‘of destroying the
genius and merits of our students
through instigation to creaté chaos
in the educational institutions.
specially the highest seats of
learning, in fact, do not want
Bangladesh to remain independent
and sovereign, reports BSS.

She wamed that her govern-
ment cannot and would not allow

the present and the future of our -

students to become bleak in to-
,day's world of competition and
_globalization of the 21st century .

~ Addressing a group of eminent
personalities in the ficlds of cngi-
neering profession and education
who met the Prime Minister at her
office, Begum Zia said her gov-
ernment would not hesitate to tak

stem action against those creatin

trouble in the greater national ",‘

intercst as it has got people's man-
date.

The Prime Minister said the
Htrial of the killers of BUET stu-
{dent Sony would certainly be he
held.

She cxpressed her povernment's
determination to maimain conge-
nial academic atmosphcre in the
educational institutions and sought
cooperation of all in this regard.

She said a commitice would be

formed 1o examine the-possibility .
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Those who met the Prime Min-
ister mf ed her that BUET
situation was énginecred by out-
side instigalion which has further
compounded the atmosphere.

The Prime Minister said educa-
tional institutions would run in
accordance weth their réspecuve. |
rules. regulations  and |, sysiem,
upholding  their lradllmns.‘ ‘and -
assurcd that there would be no
interfergnce from the govemment

in rcgard. The govermment
wo d ther-extend full coopera-

i the cducallonal msmulumv

as it attaches top-most priority (o
this scctor and had made the high-
cst budgetary allecation for it.
Minister for Water Resources
Engr. LK. Siddiqui, Lt
Gen(Retd) Mahbubur  Rahman
MP. Engr. Q. Siddique. Presi-
dent. IEB, Prof. lgbat Mahmud,
Professor Emeritus and former
Vice Chancellor of BUET, former
Vice Chancellor of BUET and
present VC of Ahsanultah Univer-
sity of Engineering and Technol-
ogy Dr. MH Khan, Major
(Sec Page 15 Col. 2)
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jen.(rctd) MA - Kader, former
ngincer in chicf of Bangladesh
MAK Aead, vice
~esident, 1EB. Prof. MA Hannan,
‘Rcclor Engincering Staff College.
VC of BUET Dr Ali Munaza,
Matin Chowdhury, former chicf
architect, Mahmudur
Executive Chairman of BOIL. and
former sccretary Engr Al- Hus-
sainy were in the group who met
the Prime Minister. .

PM"s Political Secretary Haris
Chowdhury and PM's Principal
Secrctary Dr. Kamal Siddiquc
were also present.

The Prime Minister said doctors®
and chigineers were in high de-
mand abroad adding they are also
wanted in the country. As such,
she said, the povernment has
turned four Bangladesh Institutes
of Technology (BIT) into univer-
sitics and new medical colleges
were being set up. She said the
private sector is also encouraged
to cstablish medical colleges.

The world has wilnessed tre-
mendous development in science
and technology on onc hand and
stifl. competition of globalization
of the 21st century is there on the
other. "If we have to survive in

" this competilion, we have to equip
ourselves accordingly.” she said
while underscoring the nced for
regular training for skill develop-

- ment keeping an cye on quality of
cducation.

BNP, she said, has always becn
attaching importance to education.
specially Information Technology
and Information Communication,
This time the education sector has
been given more importance as we
have o make al-out effors to
survive in today's world of com-
petition.

She said the country should
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PM warns

Rahman, '

make the best use of time a
available opportunitics. The con-
scious section of society. particu-
larly tcachers and guardians. have
10 come forward so that our stu-
dent community devote  them-
sclves 1o studics to preparc them-
selves to face the challenges of
this millennium.

Siressing the need for regular
training for quality education, she
said we have to find employment
for the professionals at home and
abroad. In this context. she listed a -
number of steps taken by her gov-
cmment for creating opponunities
for students and teachers. She
recalled  infrastructure develop-
ment 6f educational institutions,
training facilities for teachers and
introduction of stipends for stu-
dents.

She said the government has
been taking all possible sieps so
that our students could get to
know the functioning of Bangab-
haban. Jatiya Sangsad and Prime
Minister's Office (PMQO). The
government has instructed differ-
ent institutions o creatc part lime
jobs during vacations for students.

Responding (o the points raised
by the cngineers, she said she
would ask the concermed authority
for filling up vacant posts of engi-
neers if there are specific propos-
als.

Earlicr, the experts raised the
point of further expansion of pro-
fessional training and human re-
source development in the field of
engineering while congratulating
her for upgrading the BITs. They
said the professional registration
board has begun its aclivities.
Registration was cssential  for ,
secking employment abroad IEB.
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