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Prime Mivister Bepuin Khateda Zia p

resenting "Rokeva

PM calls to vork for
" Welfare of women

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
iZia on Sunday called upon all,
imespective of political affiliation,
0 work from their respective po-
sitions for -the development and
welfare of the women. reports
BSS. S

"Hall” of our population are
women. The nation cannot de'
velop and society cannol progress

keeping them aside.” she said at a -

function organised 10 distribute
' Begum Rokeya - Paduk-2002 o
Osmani Memorial auditorium here
Sunday morming. .
The Prime Minister adomed Dr
Zohra Begum Kazi, the first Mus-
lim female physician of the sub:
- continenl and Professor Begum
Akhtar Imam, the first female
teacher of Dhaka College and first
provost of Rokeya Hall of Dhaka
University, wilh gotd medals.
The lust BNP governmem of
Begum Ziz inroduced the pres-
| tigious award for women in 1995
after the name of Begum Rokeya,
the pivnecr ol women education in
the country.
Women und' Children  AfTairs
Minister Begum Khurshid Jahan
i Haq presided over the award giv-
ing, ccicmony attended mostiy by
women working in both private
and public scctors.
Both the “octogenarian recipi-

. ents of the award in their briel
. speeches  oxpressed  their  wuter.

~ hdppiness on receiving the award
from ‘the Prime Minister and said
it W83 The best gift of their fives,
. "The, Prime Minister hailed the
LR s (S " o
recipienis ol ‘ihe’liiward ind Said
“Ihdt “the. wholéniition. ndi, only
£ 1 f.i.* R PR IR YR
women! Avould teiming theii Lon.
fibution. to the wplilt. of the

women folk. ‘

She paid glowing tributes 10
Begum Rokeyapand said that she
had dcdicalcd%l
the emancipatiof of women'

"We will be benefited il we can
upkoldBegim Rokeya's ideology
to make the women educared und
sclf-refians.” she added.

The Prime Minister said edu-
caling women® and making them
self-retiant finuncially are required
most for their emancipation and

whole tife for

empowerment and equality with

man.  So. the  government s
working hard in this regard, she
added.

Begum Zia recalled that it was

Shahced President Ziaur Rahman |

who [irst itegrated women with
the mainstream of developmeny
work in the country. -

" President Zia ensured g partici-
pation of women in all spheres of
the socicty. staie and adminisira-

tion which led to the present posi-
ton of women in the country, she

suid. .

The Prime Minister mentioned
that women were proving their
wornth in civil service. police, judi-

crary. armed forees and other non-

traditional proftssions.

Begum Zia said her govern-

mept. in persuasion of the path of

Shahced Zia. is implementing
different programmes {or devel-
opment and welfare of women.

She. mcntioned various steps -

taken by her governmtent includ-

ing frec education and’stipend for |

girl studerits and the iniuative’lo
establish  Asian  University for
Womnen.
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Padak-2002° at a function tield a1 the Osmany Memorial

0 - ..



