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Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said in Dhaka on
Sunday that her governmens had a
. plan 10 set up a medical university
and more medical colleges in the
country, reports BSS.

hospitals on priority basis,
. In future programmes will be
taken with due priority (o sct up a
medical university, more medical
colleges and expand the hospitals,”
she told the first national confer-
ence of Doctors Association of
Bangladesh (BAD) at Ziaur Rah-
man Hall of the Shishu Academy.
She said her government was
firmly pledge bound to fulful the
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“to be met: Khaleda

| She said the gnvém}nént had
also a plan to expand the existing.

live basic needs nf the people—
food, clothing, education, med;-
care and shelier. "The five bas:c
demands of the people will get'top
priority in our future pro-
grammes,"” she added.

The function was also ad-

dressed by Health and Family |
_Welfare Minislcr Kamal Ibne”
Yusuf, convenor of DAB Dr. Md

Zakir Hossain and Joint Convenor
Dr Tauhidur Rahman Boby.

The Prime Minister said the
doctors who would go to the vil-
lages and extend their serivees to
the rural people would get priority
in getting higher education and
tramning abroad.

She said although 90 per cent
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colleges planned

of the country's population live in
the villages the availability of
medlcme and physicians was
comparatively less there, She said
- she often reccived complaint that
doctars .refused 1o go to the

upazilas or unions when they were .

transferred there. They start strong

iobbying to cancel their transfer
- orders and stay in the city areas, -

the Prime Minisier pointed out.

Begum .Zia said parents or |

close relatives of most of those

who had become physicians now B

live in‘the villages. She'reminded
the physciians that a large portion
of expenditure for their higher ed-

ucatmn comes’ from rural people.
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She questmned what would hap-
pen to your parents, relatives and
others who were providing money
for your education if you turm

R away your f aces from them?.

Begum' Zia called upon the

| ductnrs to earn love and respect of
-4 the people and get close to their

hearts by giving them 'services im-
bued with the spirit of welfare,

In this context, the Prime Min-
ister pointed out thafthe poor pa-
tients could not even approach the
physicians who demanded high

fees for their services and said v

“but the lust for money 1s not con-
s:stant with your noble prnfes-

¥ sion.’

- Referrmg to the mushroom
growth of modem clinics in dif-
ferent urban areas including the
capital Dhaka”Begum Zia said
from this growth it might be ap-

¥ parently felt that he.allhcare had
§ been reached to cvery

doorstep but
in reality 1t was not likc that. She
said many of the patients could not
get benefit from these clinics be-
cause of high expenditure,

Begum Zia said she wanted
. that more climcs are established in
‘the ‘country but it would be a mat-
ter of happiness if the clinics ar-
ranged {ree treatment for the poor |
patients for one or two days a l
week. She suggested that the doc-
tors could joint together and run %
free clinics in every mohullah.

- The Prime Minister said she .

¥

was aware of the problems of the i

Physicians and was eager to know
more of ‘their problems. She as--
sured them that her government
would relentlessly work for solv-

:ing their problems.

Highly praisin the role of the
physicians in ousting the autocracy

Milan had shed his blood to pave .
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- killers of Shaheed Milan. They
~would be tried and punished, she
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- the way of demucracy She said
" the nation would never forgive the

added. |
Begum Zia also highly

appre-

‘ciated the role played by the

‘their role m case of hospital ad-
ministration to improve the exist-
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‘she said Dr Shamsul Alam Khan )

physicians in providing medicare
to the distressed humanity nf the
diarrhoea and cyclone affected ar-
eas at the hourof their needs. |
- The Health Minister called
upon the doctors to strengthen

mg cnndmnn of the hospitals. __—
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