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The project is now at the preparatory
stage, under which deputy commis-
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' . . f sioners of the districts will carry out
/INTERNAT]ONAL I;JT ERACY DAY ToDAY o \b‘ i field-level work through selective
o o« - N | [ NGOs (non-government organisa-
F' [ dons), said Primary and Mass
C 1 era . ] Education Minister Mostafizyr
, i Rahman, |
t l S ~ ’ ear ar O . -, everything overaight but we have
. ¢ oA | put all-out efforts and conj ued

. Thisyear's theme is Literacy and Sustainable | - trying to ensure cent percend liter-
Societies. | ‘acy."

Asked why the Bovernment has
fallen short of the electoral promise,
The government is set to miss the . The ruling Awami League in its 2008 i‘ Since 1991 when de: oeracy
Millennium Development Goal of hundred election manifesto promiseq to ensure cent |
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he said, "It is not possfble to change
; _ ! ent i was restored in th ;'country, suc.
percent literacy of the POPUIHUOHLHEEd percent literacy by 2014. Afier assuming cessive governments implemented
above 15 by this year. ) office in 2009, it incorporated the targer in ;1 a number of projects spending
Around 40 percent people of the age the National Education Policy 2010 and the '| more than Tk 2,00¢ crore in col-
group are illiterate, according to the 2013 sixth five-year plan for development. ! laboration ivith}development '
census of Bangladesh Bureay of Statistics. However, not much progress has been J, parfners
The government has already failed to made towards the target. The government , ' The liiera rate rose to 51 percent |
! keep its electoral pledge to eradicate illiter- couldnolimplementanymajorinitiati've yet. | 'in nearly si ¥ by 1997. b
", K ) Y SiX years by 1997-from 35.3
acy from the country by 2014, - Only last year, the Bureau of Non-formal * percent but then the progres seemed
Experts and educationists blame the faj]. Education (BNFE) took up Tk 452-crore Basic ﬂ to lose momentum progr '
ureon poor planning and lack ofinitiatives, - Literacy Project 1o give education to 45 [akh it :

In 1995, the government formed

Against this backdrop, the couriry peoplebetween 15 and 45 yearsin 64 districts, - the Directorate of Non-Formal
nheorves International Literacy Day today. SEE PACE 10 COL | Education that implemented four
T T T I ___,__(_&____ projects before being transformed

into BNFE in 2005.
! All the projects had separate target
: groups and achieved their goals, said
| BNFE officials, adding that many
[ people had received basic and skil).

based education. i
Still, around 40 percent people are
illiterate. |
! . Experts pointed out that Jack of
| long-term and sustainab]e planning
| in non-formal education and con-
straints of resources for aduylt educa-
\ tion programmes were behind the
o government’s failure in reaching the
goal.
f The government should set a real-

istic timeframe and make a more
focused move 10 achieve the target, -
‘ they added. . -
"From the very beginning, our
4 focus is on institutional education,
| Therefore, adult education gets less
priority. And whatever inititives the
govermment took were solely project- .
based," said Rasheda K Choudhury,
former primary education adviser to
i caretaker government.
The government's wil) 10 increase
l literacy rate has not been reflected in
‘ the policy, planning and investment,
f she sajd.
i

"We did not see investmen in the '
People who were either left out or ,
. dropped out of forma] education, If
i we analyse our budget since 2000, we |

wauld realise that the literacy was a 1
I forgotien agenda.” |
The executive director of i
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