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Ministers provide contradictory
statistics on literacy
I Staff Gorrespondent _ based on Sample Vital Reg-

) istration System 2013 re-
b BANGLAf)ESH cei’ebrates léased in June, the mass
Intemahonal\L:tef Day education minister said on
today amid conmsﬁgp over: the éve of the International
the number of literates), inf Ltteracy Day that 61,per of
the c01 ‘\ people aged 15 and up were

Thé Gonfusnon has*heenc ndw literate and the raté was
i created by/the Aw?mn 57, 2 per cent forpeople aged
: League-]ed govemment s, 7 and up.

» immediate past~and 1he According to BBS, lit-
* jncumbent minister of pri- eracy amiong people aged 15
- mary and mass educa‘lﬂm as and up increabed to 61 per ,
+ well as the Banglades}e Bu- cent in 2013 from 58.4 per |
reaun of Statistics. cent in 200847 #7 |
Speaking at a news con-  «The minjster.of primary ,
ference at his officg on Sun- andemass education avoided |
day, primary and 'thass edu- answering a question on the i
cation minister Mostafizur confusion created by -dish-
! Rahman said 61 per cent ing out. comrachctory slahs—
-people in the country were tics relatifig to the country's °

i literate now. litera ‘rate,

Last year, he said 65 per  This vear) ﬁhe UN desig-
cent of the people of Bangla- nated ‘Literacy and Sustain-
desh were literate. able Societies’ for the cel-

Immediaté past pnmary ebration of the International
and mass education minis- Literacy Day by the member
ter Afsarul Amin said that 71 nations.
per cent people of the coun- The primary and mass
try were literate in 2013. education ministry will cel-

The confusion was com-. ebrate the day through a spe-
pounded by education min- cial programme at Osmani
ister Nurul Islam Nahid after Memorial Hall to be attend-

! he told Parliament onJune 16  ed by prime minister Sheikh l
that 70 per cent people of the Hasina ds the chief guest.
country were literate. Nahid Celebrators, carrying plac-
quoted BBS statistics while ards and festoons, would in.
replying to a written question  a procession march to Osm-
‘from a ruling AL MP. ani Memorial Hall from the

Primary and mass edu- Central Shahid Minar. '
cation ministry officials , ‘The Campaign for Popu-
said that the rate of literacy lar Education and teachers’
among people aged 15 and associations will hold ratlies
above is counted. and seminars to mark the |

Quoting BBS statistics day. i
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