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Schooling gets costly
forthe poor |

Corviption is to blame - = ||
7. _T HQUCH j{iviheory education at primary level is free, '

in praciile’it.issnot soi.especially for children from |
~ 2 poorer households in ‘yral Bangladesh. And the |
N\ /POgr parents have to'pay bribe at very step of their chil- |
"?dren’sfc}iooling, from admission 14 getting books to being
awarded stipends to collecting the stipend money. And in
the process, they may end up spending up-0 61.per cent of -
their savings just to pay bribes 102 section df"fqr_mpt offi- |
“cials in the school administration. ‘Y4

‘Paradoxically though, the richer parénts may not have |'
to pay such bribe simply becayse they are less vulnerable |
to the bribe culture, if only dife 10 their social clout. |
This picture about the state of the so-called free primary
education came out from a paper based on a survey |,
conducted among a large number of poor households in |
the rural areas by Brac. It has been further revealed |
through the paper that this corrupt practice of extorting |
the poorer parents of schoolchildren prevails among
about half of the governmeni primary schools in the
country. A D

This is no doubtastunn ing revelation about how corrup- |’
tion in the education sector is making education discrimi. . ;
natory and forbidding for children from poorersocial back- | |

. grounds. There is no question of any government official's | ;
being surprised at this revelation, since all this could not f
have happened without the knowledge of the administra. :
on, especially the education ministry.

The authonities concemned must accept fact and take
urgent sieps 10 root put corruption in the primary education
sector, if only to preven: children from poorer social back. |’
grounds from being dropped out of schools, : ' !
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