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Mohiuddin Alamgir
THE

ongoing  teachers'

© movemen! at a pnumber of

. public universities across
["the country is badly affect-

ing the academic activities,
: raising  concerns among
. many, including students.
. Teachers have waged
t movement accusing the in-
} cumbent vice-chancellors of
being engaged in cormuption,
irregulasities and nepotism
at Iahaneirnagar University,

"Teachers’

. Continued from Dage 1
involved in the ‘irregular.
ties' in the admission pro-
cess and insulting syndicate

- members and others, .

associalion  presi.
dent Ajit Kumar Majumder
said that Anwar had st the

“moral right o continue in
the vice-chancellor's office.

! 'We no longer want him in

! the university. _

| The teachers’ association

‘ raised its voice against the

| vicechancellor as he tried

‘10 save the university unjt

| Chhatra League general sec.

"retary Rajib Ahmed Russell

{ who had assaulted econom-
ics department teacher Ny-
nu Haque. .

The JUTA a1 5 general
imeen‘ng on June 19 had ge-
I clared Anwar Hossain per-
Sona non grata for alleged
i slaritjes, :
fmési%nce then classes of
'many departments have not
“been held. said a numbers of
s students
. Manjur Moyeen, a philos.
i ophy student of the U3, said
‘he feared a prolonged aca-
I'demic life due 1p the teach-
i ers’ movement.

Anwar Hossain tenmed
! the leachers’ movement “y).
| logical.
¢ -Ajit defended their cause
{ saying that whatever they
+ were doing was for the bet.
| terment of the university and
| thestudents. He denies there

was suspension of classes
during the movemnent,

b Jahangimagar University

expeienced several rounds

J—
R

!

B e

hers’ u
IN1VS raises

[P

Comilla ' University, Shah-
jalal University of Science
and Technology and Khulna
University. causing disrup-
tion of academic activities.

At Dhaka University, a
section of teachers are also
in movement' over election
to the vice-chancellor pansl.

University Grints Com-
mission members said cop-
flicts between the teach-
ers and vicechancellors at
some  public  universities
had led to the crisis.

unrest at public

of movement over last three
years which caysed disrup-
tion of acadenyc activities.
Anwar Hossain took ¢

of the university after his
predecessor Sharif Enamul
Kabir resigned in the face
of protests by Students and
teachers over ‘irregularities’
and ‘nepotism' in the ap-
pointment of teachers.

Al Comilla University,
the teachers boycotted
tiasses and examinations on
Wednesday and also started
3 one-hour work abstention
every day for a indefinite
period to press iis demands,
including  promotion ang
regularising the jobs of the
probationer teachers, They
brought the charge of irregu-
larities agai i

they had been pressing the
demands for the lagt four
months without any positive
response from the author.
Ues

Ama- Hossain Khan couid
not be reached over phone
for conuments. The univer-

sity registrar Tawhidu) Islam

said they were rying to find
out a solution of the siale-
mate.

At Shahjalai University
of Science and Technology,
acting vice-chancelior Iljas

ddin Biswas, wag facing
agitation over allegation of
iregularities.

Teachers under the ban.
ner of ‘Sachetan Shikkhak.

brinda were campaigning for
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The UGC chairman AK
Azad Chowdhury told New
Age that a section of teach-
ers had resentment and.dis-
like for the incumbent vice-
chancellors which led to the
teachers’ movement,

‘Some teathers are using
the movement in their fight
for power.” he said.

Academic activities at Ja-

ar University are
being seriously hampered
by the protracted siege of the'
university  administrative

resignation’ of vice-chance].
ler Professor Fayequzzaman
over allegation of irregulari-
ties and corruption,

M Rezaul Karim, former
president of Khulna Univer.
sity Teachers’ Association,
alleged  that irregulanities
and cormuption had led to g
‘dea “in the university.

Last week, students staged
2 hunger strike at Khylna
University demanding hold-
ing of the examinations.

On Sunday, a section of

University ' teachers
demonstrations for
election to the vice-chancel-
lor pagel to select’ 2 panel
for appointment of a regu-
lar vice-chancellor Dhaka
University has been runn;
withoul an clected VC for
last nine years. :
A section of . Rajshahi

and Chittagong University

teachers are also demanding
VC panel elections a1 their
universities which are be.
ing run by non-elected and
Bovemment-nominated vice.
chancellors.

No election to the vige.
chancellor panel ar Chit-
tagong University has been
held in the last 21 years, at
Rajshahi University in 13
years and Dhaka University
in aine years, .

The laws. under which
the Dhaka, Jahangi agar,
Chittagong and Rajsm uni-
versities are running have
identical provisions: “The
vicechancellor shal) be ap-

-pointed by the chancellor for

a period of fous years from a
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unrest at public’
concerns

building by the teachers' |
association since June 20 1o f
press for resignation of vice- :
chascellor Aswar Hossam,
for alleged imregularities in
the university and his ‘reluc.
tance’ 1o punish a Chhatra |
League leader who had as- |
saulted a teacher. |
The JUTA accused thei
vice-chancellor of making !
objectionable comments og |
the teachers, destroying the
academic atmosphere, being
Continued on page 4 Col 5
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pane! of three persons to be ’
nominated by the senate on
such terms and conditions |
as may be determined by the !

I
!

chancellor, and shall be eligi. |
ble for re-appointment for a
rther period of four years'
Earlier, teachers’ move.
ment disrupted academic ac. /
Uvities in some ather public
universities, including B, .
ladesh UmVemmefs Fj:g 3
neenng and Technology and }

Begum Rokeya University |
in - 1n most of the |
cases. teachers

€am ed :
for removal of the v;tmn- s

cellors of the universities. |
“Teachers are 5o politically |
motivated that teachers with
links 1o the opposition often !
Wage movement against in- .
cumbents for political gains,';
a UGC member told New !
A@ D

. i
‘Some teachers have
negative or positive. attiude k
towards a2 vice-chanceljor »
which sometimes prompts
movemenm.’ said the UGC
chairman AK Azad Chowd: ,
hury. o
Azad Chowdhury termed .
the situation ‘unfortunate” |
It is a paradigm shif. In the *
past students used o wage |
movement and now teachers |
have takén their place Teach. ;
ers should keep in ming thay J
they should not do anything i
that can ‘harm students’ in.
terests’, '
He said they would send '
teams to these universities 1o |
investigate the matters and
recommend actions to setile

things as soon as possible, !



