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Education altered,

for the better

APURBA JAHANCIR

There was 2 ume when Rakib’s parents, farmers by
occupation, had decided to involve him in farming,
since they could not afford a proper education for
him. it was not untl the teachers at the Basic Schoot
System (BSS), a school for drop-outs in Tangail,
discovered Rakib Rahman and urged his parenis 10
admit him in the school, that he finally began a
new and confident chapter in life. Today, he is a
student of dass 5 and loves 10 design and build
fumiture in carpentry class. °t want 1o be an interior
designer when | grow up,” smiles the young wood
enthusiast. .
in 1978, Dr Muhammad Ibrahim, a celebrated
professor of physics. established the Centre for Mass
Education in Science {CMES), and later on estab-
tished the Basic School System {BSS) in 1981, as a
pant of CMES. Dr Ibrahim's idea was to have young
dropouts retumn to school and grow an interest in
science and genernal education, induding vocational
trzining, "l came up with the idea of BSS mainly 10
address the needs of adolescent dropouts,® says Dr
Ibeahim. “So far, the response has been vemendous.
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A teaming centre for dropouts under Basic School
System, an innovation of Dr Muhammad Ibrahim, left
Students here receive general education as well as
training on carpentry, farming techniques, electrical
engineering, computer science and methods to run

i The mission is to educate each and every child in
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small business,
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the counlry successfully .-
and | believe we are not far
from ourgoal”

#55's primary goal is 10
blend major components of
the general pomary educa-
+ ion curriculum along with
| practical leamming. Thus, the
. systemn of education here is
‘altered and delivered in a
"student centred and life
" onterted manner. Here, 3
!smdent i an active agent in

ieaming and applying com.
'petencies in immediate
. livelihood practice. Forexam-
nle thev receive tranine in

carpentry, farming tech.
nigues, how 10 run a small
business, glecncal engineer-
ing and computer science.
“The complete training
provided by BSS actually
changed my lhife, for the
beuter,* exclaims 30-year-
old Rafat Khan. Rafat's
father and his uncles are all
farmers, and initially, he oo
was expecied 1o be one
However, the dynamic cur-
riculum at BSS encouraged
Rafat 10 take a step forward
and use his skills in the
market. A former student of

the Basic School System in
Tangail, 1oday he is the
branch manager at one of
the local Walton show.
rooms. It is because of the
proper waining and educa-
tion that { received at BSS
that 1 can now work inde-
pendenty and eam enough
to feed my family.”

Today, the Basic School
System has evolved imo a
vibrant opporttunity for
education in 23 rural units
with 20,000 or more stu-
dents at a ume, in different
parts of the country.

Education altered, for the better

According 10 a 2011 study by -

the US Agency for
Intematonal Development,

the number of children

dropping out of school at
an early age in Bangladesh
has increased by an alarm.
ing 47 percent. However,
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with schools like the Basic

School Systerr, where the
curriculum is specialised
and created 10 susnt a large
section of underprivileged
children in the counuy, it
will not be long till we can
increase the rate of literacy
in the country.
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