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PM's EDUCATION FUND
Govt to give stipends to over

‘one lakh poor

UNS, Dhaka

"The government has decided to pmvide
stipends 10 1,16,000 poor and mcritorious
studer(s from -the Prime ‘Ministers”
Education Assistance Trust Fund soon and
the number of henefcaa;ies will be raised
inphases.

The deécision was taken at the first meet-
ing of the advisory council of Trustee Board!
of the Prime Minister's Education
Assistance Trust Pund held with’ ane
Minister Sheikh Hasina in the chair yester-
day.

_ 37I;mss Secretary to the Prime Minister
Abul Kalam Azad briefed reportersafter the
meeting held atthe Prime Minister's Office.

.Spcaking .on ,the accas:on Shenkh

[ tdp priorify 18 edication, ﬁnd has béen mance tnlster AMA Muhith,

working for_ensuring balanced develop-
ment of all sectors, including the educa-
tion sector.

The government consmuled the
Education Assistance Trust Fund with Tk
1,000 crore seed money to help the poor
and mentorious students to continue thelr

students

] studyuptodegmelevel shesaid.
Hasina said she formulated various |

plans for the development of education,
health, agriculture, as well as poverty alle.
viation while she was in sub-jail during the
last caretaker government.

Later, those plans were incorporated in
the election manifesto of Awami League,
sheadded.

+ The prime minister said her govern.
ment, during its previous term, had raised
the literacy rate to 65 percent but it came
down 1o 50 percent during the subsequent
BNP-lamaatand caretaker governments,

The government is distributing text-
books free of cost up to secondary level,
providing stipends to the female students
.and mtroduc;ed tmdday meal to check the
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Planning Minister AK Khandker,
Education Minister Nurul Islamn Nahid,
Primary and Mass Education Minister Dr
Afsarut Ameen and University Grants
Commission Chairman Dr AK Azad
Chowdhury and secretaries concerned
attended themeeting.
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