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officials blamed teach-
ers for not allowing school-
children to take part in dnll
they run on how o tackle
emergencies,
| Official figures show that
about 2 85 crore schoolchil-
dren are exposed to high
risk of fire accidents as their
institutions  have no fire
fighting system and they are
not even aware of fire safety
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Authorities of mosty of :
the educational institdtions
avoid fire drills on the plea§ students in fire® drills the *

that the students arebusy
with academic activities,
according to a letter sent to
the education minister, Ny-
rul Islam Nahid.
lr: the letter, the Fire Ser
vice and Civil Defence di-
reclor general, Ali Ahmed
Khan, said that it was not
possible to tackle disasters
ssuch as fire and earthquake

" without the active participa-

e drills

tion &f students.
‘The,_ ﬁxnmnﬂvn:aa of

fire authorities funt can
play an important Yole in
rescue operation agd make
people aware of lire and
other disasters,’ the lelter
said.

He sought directives from
the education minister so
that the students could take
part in drills.

The education minister
received the letter and for-

¥

warded it to the Directorate  and madrassahs to take nec-
of Secondary and Higher essary steps. _
Education on July 18 asking  Acrording to education
for necessary action in line “ministry  statistics. there’
with the letter. are more than 75 lakh stu-,
Sajal Kanti Mandal. di- dents and more than 2 lakh"
rector {secondary) of the teachers in 19.070 Snc:a...
Disectorate  of Secondary ary schools. There are also’
afid Higher Education, told more than 21 lakh students
to New Age that most of .in9.330 dakhil and alim ma-§
the teachers were reluctant drassahs.
about their students’ partici- The total number of pri.
pation in fire drills. mary schools is 78,685 with
The DSHE on July 28 di- 169 crore students, accord-
rected heads of all schools ing to the statistics.
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