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$ THE govemiment today cel-

I ebrated. Textbook Festival

throughout Bangladesh say-

* ing it gave away frde school

ks to students on the first

day of the pew demic
year. spanning JanG

. December. 8 Jathary and

. The nationwide festival
1 was celebrated for the third
conseculive  year by the .
ministries of education
i well as pnmary and mass
i education for providing 270
i million textbooks to 37 mil-
b tivn students of primary and
! secondary schools and mad-
~ rassahs free of charge.
i 1n 2010, the government
began distribution of fres

/
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, secondary schools.

- In 1981, the Government
i began distnbntion of free

¢ textbooks to students of pri-

mary schools.

In the capital, education
minister Nunul Islam Nahid.
home minister Muhiuddin

. Khan Alamgir and primary
; and mass education min-

A —

ister Afsarul Ameen gave

. away free books to select

g.mugs of students a sepa-
rate functions.

Textbooks written follow-
ing a new cumiculum were
given to the students for the
first ume this year. said of-
ficials.

Government officials said

. the textbobks for free distri-
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bution had already reached
all the schools and madras-
sahs across the country.

Reports sent by New Age
correspondents,  however,
gave a different picture.

They reported that the
government's education of-
fices in Barisal, Patuakhali,
Barguna, Bhola, Jhalokathi,
Pirojpur Jhenaidah. Comilla,
Khagrachani and Thakur
gron and others part of the
country did not receive the
required number of text.
books for the secondary
schools as yet,

‘Nahid gave away the
books to the students of Res-
idential Mode! College at its
playground. :

Addressing the students,
Nghid said that the govern-

' men! was distributing free

texthooks to the students to

! textbooks to students - of
-
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cut down the rate of dropout

" and a gradual increase in

student enrolment.

He called upon the siu-
dents to concentrate on
studies to have the best pos-
sible edutatidn for . taki
the country 1o its desi

al

The students were seen
happy receiving the text.
books.

Local Government state
minister  Jahangir  Kabir
Nanak, parliamentary stand-
ing comumittee chairman
Rashed Khan Menon, MP
education secretary Kamal
Abdul Naser Chowdhury,
among others. attended the
function,

Muhiuddin Khan Alain-
gir gave away the books to
the students of Monipur
High School and College at
Mirpur in the city.

-Afsarul Ameen and pri-
mary and mass education
state minister Motahar Hos-
sain, gave the books to_stu-

dents of Kalachandpur Gov-

ernment” Primary” School at
Gulshan. '
On thé eve of the'festival.
on Monday. prime minister
Sheikh Hasina ‘gave away
free books to a selectgroup
of pre-primary, primary and
secondary school Ystudents
at 2 function at Ganabhaban,
Her official residence!  kick-
ing off the nationwide cel-
ebration.
" Providing a different pic-

ture on the ground, New

Age Barisal correspondent
reported about 50 per cent
of the textbooks for the sec-
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reach the schools in six dis-. ‘ondary schools were yet to
tricts- Barisal. Patuakhali.. reach the district.

Barguna, Bhola, Jhalokathi
and Pirojpur.
Secondary and Higher

Education deputy director+
in’ Barisal division Mus-%

lafizur Rahman said, o
‘of 6.885.534 copics of the
textbooks needed in six dis-
tricts in Barisal division 3.5
65,167 or 51.77 per cent of
the copies were distributed
until December 31,

Primary education of-
ficials in the division said
many primary school of
Agailihara upazila in Bari-
sal district were yet to get all
the textbooks the students
needed.

New Age Jhenaidah cor-
respondent reported quot-
ing district education officer
Maksudul Alam that about
50 per cent of the required
texthooks for secondary

district. :
Secondary school stu-
dents in the district peed
1.563, 000 textbooks. .
New Age Thakurgaon
correspondent reported
quoting district education

“officer Fazle Alam that about

31 per cent of the required
textbooks  for  secondary

-schools were yet to reach the

distnct.

The  district  needs
1.570,000 textbooks for sec-
ondary school students.

New Age Khagrachan
correspondent reported
quoling acting district edu-
cation officer Srila Talukder
that about 25 per cent of the

The  distnict  needs
578,000 text book for sec-
ondary level students.

New Age Comilia corre- !
spondent rgported quoting
district education officer
Abdur Rashid that about
17 per cent of the required
textbooks were yet to reach
the secondary schools in the
district.

The district has 2 demand
of 5.570.000 textbooks for .
secondary schools. )

When asked, Nationalt
Curriculum and Textbook:
Board chairman Mestafa Ka-
maluddin told New Age that
all the textbooks reached
schools at every nook an <
corner of the country. L

He said there could b..
some ‘insignificant mz's“»i
takes., othenwise, by and!
large we delivered the books!

. levels were yet 10 reach the " at every nook and comer of

the country’

"Some of the bocks might
be on the way,’ he added.

Out of 270 million books, ;
arcund 108 million would
be distributed among pri-
mary school students. 17
million among ibtedayi ma-
drassahs. 115 million among
secondary school students, i
20.6 million among Dhakhi) !
madrassah students and 1.3
million among 'vocational
school students, f

Students can also down- !
load all the textbooks meant »
for the primary and second-

sahs from the NCTB site:
www.netb.govbd said of-

ary schools and thé madr’as&

solve the textbook crisis. ‘
Hesald, free books helped ondary schools were yet to  required textbooks for sec- ficials. _ — —

- - T TGS

Nt . ]
. - .

Y



