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BLAST AT HEFAJAT LEADER'S MADRASA

Over 30 'grenades’ 1
'stored there

| 'Say police; Izharul claims it to be
}aptop charger explosion; 7 injured,

room badly damaged - -

: SjrAfr goauaswnom. g

F At least seven students were injured in abomb blastata
| Hefajatleader’s madrasa in the port Gty yesterday.

Poiece found traces that huge explosives, indud-
E ing more than 30 handmade grenades, had been
stored in the room where the explosion took place.
i said Chittagong Metropolitan Police
| Comm:sszonusmﬁquilsiam

Jpolice 1aunched a ra:d at the madrasa 0 the

+

af\emoon .

Uhiey . ‘detained madrasa ieachers .Md Ishaq,

N \raid ended around 10:00pm. _ _

Over 30 grenades stored there
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Earlier in the evening law

:nforcers picked up four

athers for interrogation.
famiatul Ulum Al Islamia

vad in Lalkhan Bazar

kees was established by

Hefajat Nayeb-e-Ameer -

Mufti lzharuo!l islam
Chowdhury, also suspected
rctivist of banned militant
sutfic Harkatu) Jibhad al
slami {Huji),

Visiting the hillside
nadrasa, this corespon-
jent found that all fumi-
ure, books, shelves, dresses,
jress stands, beds and lock-
:ts of the room, which is on
he second-floor of four-
worey dormitory, were
sumnt to ashes. The ceiling
an got twisted and the
vindows were thoroughly
famaged.

Witnesses said they saw
ome blown off human
ingers at the spot. One of
he injured lost his wrist in
he_explosion arOuad
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Mufti izharul islam

} Abdi! Mannan and Tafsir. Ahmed, hostel superintendent Monir Hossam
J and final-year student Habibur Rahman, ADC Md Shahidullah said as the _;
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!'_aﬁd Tteachers rushed 1o
extinguish the fire by spray-
ingsiltand water,

Five students of fatwa
department used to stay in
the room, he said.

Soon, firefighters from
Agrabad fire station rushed

11:30am.

The injured include Md
Kanim, Md Amanullah, Md
jabbar, Md Abdullah, Md
Khalek, Nurun Nabi and an
unidentified person. all
students of fatwa depan-
ment of the madrasa,
SOUTCEs 53y,

The madrasa avthonties
were not cooperating with

the police about where the

students were taken for
treatment,

In the evening, two
injured -~ Nunin Nabi and
Salman .- were picked up
while undergoing treatment
at the Chitlagong Medical
Coliege Hospital, said
Assistant Commissioner
Abdur Rouf of CMP
{Panchiaish zone).

The condition of Nurun
Nabi was critical as 90 per-
¢ent of his body was bumt,
while Salman suffesed 25-
30 percent bumns, docors
said.

Around_6.00pm. _police

detained two others -- Md
Habib and Jobayer Ahmed --
at Surgiscope Hospital.

The duo was taken 1o the
burn unit of CMCH from

_Surgiscope Hospital around

7:00pm. Around 50 10 60
percent of their bodies were
bumi, smd CMCH sources. -

Identities of the four were
yetto beknown,

Mufui Izharul, who is also
the madrasa principal, told
The Daily Starin the evening
that he did not know how
many students werte injured
intheincdent.

Eatlier in the ahemoon,
he daimed that the blast
occurred from a laptop
charger while students were
cooking on a stove keeping
the room’s door shut.

But an explosion from
any laptop charger was
impossible, says Prof Latiful
Haque. head of computer
science and engineering of
Buet.

_A bomb disposal unitof

R to the spot. Fire official Md

; . Yahia said it was a big explo-

. i sion.

CMP wat workmg 3 the MILITANTCONNFCTTON
Mufti Izharul, 70, is also the

spot in the evening 10 see if . .
any unexploded grenade| president of Nezam-e-lslan"s
and chairman of an Islami

was left. X ;
ADC Md Shahidullah| . Oikyalote (10} faction.
said 100 to 150 shells of | - The Rab detained him on
December 16, 2010 for his

handmade bombs were AR o
recovered from the madrasa, ; , 3leged link with Huiji. He
was shown arrested for

4
Police also found three | ¢ ¢
crude bombs and 18 boutles : } alleged involvement in the
of picricacid. . abduction of physician
THE EXPLOSION s 3 Azizur Rzhman.
Locals said they heard a Abducted in the capital’s

h n: Mirpur area in September
ﬁl;g"f 3:!“'5‘ :é?;:;é 30am 2003, Azizur had protested

*Hearing the sound, we | militant activities during his

ran 10 the madrasa but the  $1@yin Khulna

v Huji chief Mufy Abdul
students barred us from FHannan and wg" :

entering” said Russel. a [ o 0 o on
college student living in the * ¢ 40 Jpav ion cage hiled bT
area. ) - the wife of Azizur,

He saw students taking Names of several militan
several injured persons ©©  groupsand the 10| came up
hospitals. They were nol, during interrogation of the
allowing any outsider 10" Hujileaders. Izharul got bait
help them. onApril 5in 2011, ;

Moulana Abu Saleh, a . Mufu fzharul's younger |
teacher at the madrasa, said . son Musa Bin Izhar is the |
hearing the bang, students ' assistant general secretary of

_ Hefajat-e Islam, a Qawmi

madrasa-based Islamist
organisation.
Another son, Harun

¢ Izhar, is the publicity secre-

5 tary of Hefajat.

" In November 2010,
Dﬂectwe Branch of police
am:stcd Harun Izhart and
two of his associaies for
*alleged link with another

fmilimm outfit Lashkar-e-

Taiba (LeT).

- They were planning to
(attack the US embassy in

Dhaka and other establish-
ments, said DB ofﬁaals

Harunis.now.,




