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= orbe postponed again,

. Nothing scems 10 be going right for Abir these days.
The eighth-grader cannot concentrate in his studies.
 Helooks annoyed ateverything almost all theime.

¢ *Whatswrong!* wonders the teenager.

| Abirisacandidate of the ongoing Junior School
Certificate {JSC) examination. Al a ume when’ he
should be busy revising his syllabus, he remains
puzzied as to wheiher the next exam will take place

uncenainty and utter frustration.
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The ongoing political unrest, especially hantals,
has disrupted his routine. plunging him into

*1 don't know what subject to prepare for afsd

how. Afer preparing for one subject | find
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* An employee of Rajdhani High School wipes the benches ciean for students expected to
arrive tdday, the only school day In this week which had an 84-hour hartal coupled with the

ast weekend.
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i another subject but that too gets deferred
for the same reason.” he said.

*None would consider this poliucal
factor if 1 do badly in the exam,” added
Abir,

The boy has more disappoiniments 10
share. His father had promised to take him
1o his grandfather's after the JSC examina.
tion, But little did he know that the exami.
nation would take so long and ravelling
would become so risky all onasudden,

*{ don't think we will be able to go to our
village home as it is uncertain when the
~exam will finish, Moreover, the admission
 rush begins next month,” said Abir's father
Razhan Ahmed.
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He feels that the way the political situa-
tion is deteriorating. things will go even
worse in the coming days.

This is how Abir and 19 fakh other
eighth-graders feel, thanks 10 current polit-
ical turmoil. So far, four of the 1 exam days
for 1SC and equivalent junior Dakhil
Certificate ($DC) exams had 10 be resched.
uled.

The situation of the kids younger than
Abir is even more pathetic. Take five-year.
old Surjo, of Guishan in the capital, for an
instance.

His father Shamim said, "The streets
have turned into battle fields nowadays. So
he ESuqﬂi s!ays home aEE dzy geumg bored
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fast moment that the exam on that particular paper *
has been postponed due to hanal. Then Fwum to
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