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; The country’s rate of hteracy reg

41~~.t+nar~*3:t:l an increase of 4 per cent n-

last two -years as'a result of the
preaenl government's pragmatic poli-
jc:i[:s the Prime Minister said on
Wednesdav reports UNB.
Begum Khaleda Zia, speaking at a
ﬁ functmn on the occasion of the _Infr—
national Literacy Dav, said there has
been encouraging “signs of signifi-
| cant tmprnvements” in education in
which people’s interest has grown
{ tremendously. » - .~

The countty. had a 24, 8 per cent -

* rate of literacy untilt 1990 which,
according 10 /a recent survey con-

ducted .by the Umted Nations De-

vclnpm::nt (UNDP) rose to more
than 28 per cent in 1993,
The Prime Minister huped that thc

1 COUNtry's literacy rate'would con-

tinue to increase as the present gov-
ernment has been able to create a

. favourabie atmnspherc for pmmﬂt-
ing primary education. . -
She was addressing the inaugural
|

scssion of a day-long discussion on -

“Strateg}' for Implementing Educa-
tion for All”, organised by the Prnm-
ary and Mass Educationi Department
at th: Osmani Memarial Anditofium

i Phiaka: unﬂ%ﬁ?“’sdﬁmﬁ”ﬂ
Terming: tliltnracy as- a-curse and i
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the cause of ')1ckwardncss
Prime Minister observed that °

“huge manpower would have turned |

into human resource if the naticn
was free from the curqe of :lhterﬂcy_
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¢ The present gmcrnmenl has
q- started its campmgn against ﬂhmracy
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of the "population live, she said.
She mentioned different program-
mes of the povernment, including
“Education for’ All” to increase the
literacy rate, “Food {or Education”
for the poor and underpriviledged
children and the Compulsory Prim-
ary Education Programme.
The Prime Minister said education
is a prerequisite for development of
human resources which brings about
progresg and prosperity of a nation.
She recatled that late President
Ziaur Rahman had introduccd the

Mass Education Programme to en-.
.able the people of all ages o rcad’

and write, but the programme was
abandoned by the autocratic regime.
“We -have reintioduced the Mass
Education Programme and have
taken steps to transf rm it mtﬂ a
mass movement,”

Begum Zia sought cunpﬂralmn
from every conscious citizen, politic-

al party as well as social and non-"

government organisatigns for suc-
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cessful lmplememauon ﬂf’the pmg
ramme. The Mass Educatmn Prog-
ramme is a huge arrangement which
cannot be implemented b} ‘the gmf-
ernment atone, she added _
- “We- want every. 1ndw1dual to
come up with equal contribution to
the national issue of education’ Ev-
erybﬂd}' should have equal parumpa-- ‘
tion in the’ prugramme & she empha—
sised. 2 ol
The Prime Mlmster smd 1t sh'buld

A | B

emerge as an educated natlnn m the
21st century.

Deputy Leader of the HGUSE me
AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury, In-

-formation Minister Bdrnster Nazmul

Huda and Secretary of anar},r and

Mass Education Division Kazi Raki-

buddin Ahmed also spukcfat Ih:

inaugural session. TR -,3‘
Parliament members :dlpiumat':

representatives of mlur_ﬂg{y orga-

nisations and senior gnvernment offi-
cials werc present on the: nccasm
A

g

i - At "-"'-"""""-"-J-A.;-;. L, IR ".__.._-—-———-— -—L—-——-' -

#
f

!

.

Ha




