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books next yr

WASIM BIN Hasis .

| Apart from distributing free textbooks to primary and sec-
ondary level students, the government will give out two
supplementary books for free to the students of class V1 1o Ix ;
from nextyear, officials have said,

The students will no longer have to buy English
' Graramar & Compaosition and Bangla Byakaron (Bengali |;
grammar), which they read ag English and Bangla second |.
papers. ' Co B

"We think distribution of the grammar books will come to |
the aid of rural students, who cannot afford purchase of

.

““We wanted to distribute these books for free this year but
could notdo due tosome problems”, ' .
- For free distribution, the NCTB will have 1o print around [

-~

1.50 crore copies of these two grammar books, and it has

arylevelstudents, theyadded.

The textbook board, howgver. will not distribute another :
supplementary book, Rapid Reader, for free, which is mainly ,
referred to at renowned institutions in thecapital, {

The NCTB officials believe that free distribution
of these books will also put a stop to the illegal busi-
ness of some unscrupuloys printers, who sell.unap.’

proved books by taking the advantage of laxness in:
monitoring, i
Every year the NCTB prepares a list of supplementary:
books written by different authors. An eXpert commirtee, '
Independent Technical Evaluation Committee (ITEC), and
its three evaluation commjttees then'examine and scrut- |
nise the contents of the books, ! 1
IfITEC gives the go-ahead, the board approves the books;
and fixes their prices for sale, ,‘
Despite the government’s prohibition on the unap-

}J proved books, unscrupulous publishers coax the,

school authorities and their Boverning bodies into;
buying those books by offering them money. [t hap-;
pens every year, as the government lacks a proper moni.
toring mechanism, ' l
In 2010, the government banned unapproved 25 supple- i
mentary books on grounds that they had been substandard .
, and had distorted history. It has approved 23 supplementary '
: books on the three subjects for the current academic ses. i'
, sion, '
; “Even though the government approved 23 books this
» Year, at least hundreds of subsiandard grammar books are
available in the market”, said a high official o,’f;&m.‘?}{(efgr»
Cszs,@nenxmw These supplementary, bagks
2¢.9f use, Once the governmentstart distrj
' atfreeofcost, hesaid.  © . .
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