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. enthusiasts visiting the book fair, a number of the books hitting the

* tions, which apparently contain many errors.

. writing habits,

Ekushey book fair success
and a few thoughts - |

AT Atime when good news is hard to come by, it is indeed refreshing |
that the Amar Exhushey Book Fair this year has broken alf previous
records in terms of both'turnover as well as the number of titles. Ac-
cording to a report published in New Age on Thursday, tili February 22,
a total of 2,881 titles arrived at the fair, against 2,344 tities during the
entire fair last year. Poetry seems to leading the tally in terms of titles,
-while most stalis point to hovels as the most sold genre of books at

the fair. Even the organisers, the Bangla Academy, also appear to have
" broken all pfe\i%‘ou;‘)"'recofds in terms of turnover.

it goes 'w:'{hoq{ saﬁﬁg;that the importance of reading books, of cul-

tivating reading habitsfor an individual, society, or a nation, can nevér
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; tothe nation in the long run. .

So if indeed the Bangladeshi popuiéu‘on are both writing ang reading
more, as.the initial figures from Ekushey Fair would seem to suggest,
than it certainly is good news. One can only hope that taking cue from |

" this deve:opmen;, the government, as wel| as the organisers and con-

- However, some of the concerns coming out of this rise in sale ang
titles cannot aiso be ignored. According to some writers and literary

While art and literatyre Temain outside the domain of iegal or .
strict academic standards and definitions, and shouid remain 80, the
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