[EWAGE

| { [Private universities failure to' \

+

|

14

EAl
¥

]

.
.

1t

. @ndcreate and fing ways 10 contribute to the over;

-

H
i

oy

S

*
¥

-

B

conduct research unacceptable )

+

HIGHER education institutions al{ across the world a‘re evaluated .
in tefms of their contribution to research, alongside the quality of

would seg‘mg‘r}a& the situation is getting worse by the day, with 13 out
of 51 pﬂvatg'un_{yqrsit:‘es in the country virtually Spending no money -
on research, a direct violation of the Private University Act, while the
overall research Budget of private universities dwindied by more than -
Tk 10 1akh from 200916/2010. Given that private universities charge L
@ much higherrate from'Stuudents to provide education this fs certainiy
an unacceﬁtéblé‘s?tua‘ffﬁm in fact, the overall budget of private
universities in 2010 was more than Tk 19 crore of which about 2.5 per
cent made its way Into researchf-fact, it would be falr 10 say.that the
private universities, which have been around since 1892, have not had
any notable contribution to research in the, past two decades. '
The task of universities Is, actually, to-mapufacture knowledge.
Not only Is knowledge Imparted throughuniversities to.the future
Eenerations, knowledge.is also Created, dispersed ang Cultivated )
through universities, the primarytool of which is research. While .
public universities is also fail drastically short in carrying out this
responsibility, mostly. because of poor funding and lack of organization,
private universities meanwhile have shown hardiy any In¢lination to
even develop thig faculty. Instead, a buik of such universities not Just
violate this rule, but run out of temporary campuses and hire part-time
teachers, in the end operating much like a private coaching centre,
. Research is not Just a strong component of a university, it is the

driving force of a nation ~ where the best minds are meant to converge

1 ali development
of the country, Without such faculty, education Institutions do
not necessarily earn the right to be called g university. Private

they only help to exacerbate the problem rather than solve it, by
churning out poor quality graduates, something the commission raport
has also expressed concern about, : T
The commission must Immedlately Intervene to ensure that private
universities comply with the need to conduct research, and not justin
bare minimum terms, but also explore regulatory options to encouraga
them to actively carry out research so that it may benefit the overall
deveiopment of the country. Meanwhiie, the commisslon should also
take disciplinary actlon against the universities that violated the law,
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