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pvT UNIVERSITY BILL PASSED
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parliament on March 9 th
a provision Lhat every private
university would prepare a
tuition fee structure in light
of the country’s socioeco-
nomic condition, and take
YGC'sapproval forit.

But the parliamentary
committee, while scrutinis-
ing the bill, rewrote the provi-
sion scrapping the need for
UGC's approval, and instead
incorporated that just
informing the commission
will suffice.

The committee also
included in the bill that ot
being informed. UGC might
make recommendations if
necessary. But the rewritten
provision did not say anything
about whether the commis-
sion's suggestions will be
binding on the universities.

The committee placed its
sceutiny report in the House
on June 20, recommending
passage of the bill incerpo-
rating its suggestions.
~ The education minister's
proposal in the parliament
yesterday echoed the com-
mittee, and the House passed
the bill.

The cabinet had also
proposed that salary struc-
tures of teachers and staff of
private universities, and their
service rules must be
approved by the UGC,

But the parliamentary
committee oppose { the

partiament yesterday passed the Pri'vnge {l;l;iversity Bill, snub-

bing-ihe -cabinet's rove- (0 emppwer- ;
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The cabinet’s e_aéowr proposal far eMpowWening UGl 1o 1

ministry which stood agains
power over private universities. ‘ .
Due to the snubbing of the cabinet's recommendations, pn-

vate universities will continug (6 fix their own tuition fees at will,
without being accountableto any'supc!viwryamhonty. i
The government had move
private universities in the wake of widespread controversy over
exorbitant tuition fees. The move had been aimed at bringing
the process of fixing the fees under adisciplined system.
Minister Nurul islam

No powerfbr UGC

‘saying that informing UGC
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A d service fblesfor teachersand other staff ‘
of private aniversities wasalsa scrapped from the bill.

Instead, the House passed the bill incorporating recommen- i
standing commitice on education
t boosting the UGC's supervisery
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proposal during scrutiny.
and relaxed the provision

about the salary structures
and service
rules will suffice. And the
House passed the billas such.

The House also accepted
the pariiamentary commit-
tee’s proposal for increasing
the ‘quota for tuition free
education at privale universi-
tics, for children of freedom
fighters and poor but merito-
rious students of remote
areas, 1o six percent of fresh-
men enrolment from previ-
ous five.

According to the bill, if a
private university or a branch
of any forcign university, of
any study centre or tutorial
centreis notapproved by UGC,
it will not be able to advertise
itsservicesinanyform.

The Private University Act
1992 was also repealed with
the passage of thebill.

Me¢anwhiie, Home
Minister Sahara Khatun
placed a billin the parfiament |
yesterday, secking to amend
the Battalion Ansar Act 1985,
to reduce Ansar members’
required service age for get-
ting on the pay scale to 3 from
12.

The bill was then sent 10
the parliamentary standing
committee on home minis-
try, for scrutiny and submis-
sion of a report to the House
in two weeks, 1’
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