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Eduication cost
to rise if VAT
implemented
Wasim BiN HABIB

The ¢dst of oducation fn pri-
vate universities of the coun-
try may go up if the proposal
made by the finance minister
of levying VAT on the private
univezsidesiscarﬁedom.

This npew mMove would
worsen the situation for stu-
dents, as the tax burden would
ultimately fall on them along:
1 side a Jarge amount of tujtton

fees paid to the universities,
said students, guardians and
teachers of the private univet-
sities.

Sudents with rich family
hackground may not face
much problem but those

belonging to the middie-class
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families will feel the crunch if
the wition fees arcy , they \
said. i
The authorities and owners
of private universities think
this move would badly affect
around 2 lakh students pursy-
ing higher education in the
country's 52 private universi-

i
es. !
+ They said as the govern- {
memputshighcstunphasison :
educationit should not impose !
anyVATon edication sectors.

On june 10, Finance *
Minister. AMA Muhith in his
budget spedch proposcd
withdrawal of VAT exemption
(rumpﬁvaleuniversitics‘

In its post budget analysis,
the Centre fot Policy Dialogue \
said VAT at therate of 4.5 per-
centwillbe imposcd on private |
universities and English
medium schools that are likely
10 increase the cost of educa-
tion since this tax burden witl
finally go to the guardians of |
students. ' |

The Association of Private i
Universities of Bangiadesh |
(APUB) leaders said the deei-
sion would shrink the scape of «
higher education instead of
wideningit.

The students have 10 bear
scmeoﬂhcburdenofthcmovc
and so the government should
not chargethe private universi-
tics any VAT, said CM Shafi
Sami.chainnanoff\PUB. .

~Since it is the educatient |
sector and the pﬁvatcuniversiw ‘
lies are non-profit organisa- '
tions, we hope the government
would not impose VAT on the
private universities in view of |
the interest of the students.” ‘

i
[

the APUB chairman wld The
Daily Star.

Abul Quasem Haider, vice: |
chairman of APUB, said the
students would have to beat '
1 the cost if VAT i3 finally levied
omhcprivmcunivcrsiﬂe&

“why should the private |
universities pay VAT when the

ublic universities are out of i
tthKrnet?”Haidcrsaid.

ProfNaz.mllslam.chalnnan i
of University Grants
Comimission, SUBEEsts thatthe .
(uitjon fees of the stdents be
adjusted'\fthemoveismade. .

“Jahangis Hoasain.as(udem H
of a private university, said i
would be taugh 10 bear the |
financial burden if the univer-
sities raise theit wuition fees
fnllmvingimposilionoNAT.

A number of guardians said
the middle-class families
would have difficulties coping
with the rising expenses O

education and it would be a
huge burden for them if the
_‘miqpn&egggﬁlpfunhcr‘
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