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- |All primary students to, - -
getbooks byJan15

f
Students of kindetgartens, which Jollow
NCTB curriculum, t0o get free books
| STAFF CORRESPONDENY | ' '\ ' minister'sdirective.
The government will distributeé by January 15 ‘ m::l;f: Tﬁx’%ﬁ :;azn;:g c(:if::j 2::1:‘5:; 2:3

free textbooks to students of all primary educa- 3
tional institutions, including ldndl?émen.s, zea_yct:)r}xg;:::ﬂl Ftudentsfrom he fistschool
which follow the National Curreutum and However, a state of confusion developed over
Textbook Board curriculum. students of kindergartens and those of instity.
Abu Alam Mohammad Shahid Khan, acting  tions that have no state approval. These institu-
secretary of primary and mass education min-. tions never received free books and used to bu
istry, told The Daily Star last night, "No books textbooks from the market. But this my
\\:*i!! be printed for sale. We are committed to government did not pdntan);booksfargg ‘
_lﬂwnﬂ;\ﬂ,ﬁt‘ldems the books as per :hf_g{@m wws aml SEY VGE, 15 cot 7
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Abu Alam’ Mohammad Shahid }
Khan said they had aimed at
giving textbooks to all the stu-
dents by January 1| but they
could not do 5o due 10 some
obstacles., b

Asked how they would know
the number of kindergartens in
the country since there is no
official number. he said the
ministry officials have already
I started the process for getting
! theexactnumber.
. "Wewitllaskallinstirutions o
place their demand for books at
the district or upazila primary
education office concerned
beforcnext Sunday,” hesaid. N

% percent buffer stock, they have
* noproblem ofbook shortage.

,  Education Minister Nurut
. islarn Nahid said the govern-
‘ ment would distribute free
; textbooks to the secondary-
level students who study the
English versivn of the NCTB
curncufum. :

These students sofar ysed to
buythebooks.

“Between two and 2.5 lakh
English-version books are
: required and we have around
t 1. 42lakhbooksin stock,” he told

the reporters at a briefing at the
lSecretariat. Distributing the
books immediately would clear
. the stock. More books would be
printed and distributed soon to
meetthe demand, hesaid.
He said the books could also |
be downloaded from the NCTB
* website. i
;  However, many parents
} alleged thar they could not log !
- ontothe website.

The government also
decided w0 give every teacher
the book they would be teach-
ingatschool,

A number of teachers, stu- ‘
dents and guardians under the
banner of Bangladesh
Kindergarten Education
Society formed a human chain
in front of Jatiya Press Club
yesterday demanding free I
textbooks for students of kin-
dergartens.

AKM Fazlul Haque, chair- |
man of the society. told The ;
Daily Star that they have not
received any textbooks even
though they follow the national |
curriculum. There anc around
40,000 kinderpartens across the
country, hedaimed.

He said. "We do not know
why we have not been given the
books. The government did
allow us to take part in the last
primary terminal examina-
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