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Education on
top of all
Allocation increased by 13pc

STAFF CORRESPONDENY

Z:: cg/ar.:\:'e;nn\ent l:)as propesed raising allocation in the

ion sector by 13.5
e ol yeat ¥ percent in the budget _f_t_)r the

A p'roposal has been made for allocating Tk 17,859
crote in the revenue and development budget for the
sector against the existing allocation of over Tk 14.006
crote. S : .

Ti'u: government gave top priority to the sector
considering education as one of the core strategies (o
alleviate poverty and falilitate detetopment.

' The finance minister said the proposed allocation
in the education sector is the highest in the country's
history and almostdouble thatof any sther sector.

'An atlocation of Tk 8,062 crore has been set for the
primary and mass education ministry and another Tk
9,865 crore for education minisury.

The minister said many of last year's plans had
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He said the govemment ook
projects such as schoct feeding

e, giVing stipends at
primary level and installation of
teaching centres at char, haor,

pnmmymlbyzmo. i
Constroction of 40,000 more E
dassrooms and introduction of
pre-primary education in gov-
emment schools are also mea- . |
suresto mectthetarget.

The gos«emmcmwiﬂwnﬁnuc
Mmpendsinvohing'[‘kd.ﬁiﬁ
doma;pmmxysdwoiimlfmm
its gl resources until 2013.

The coverage of stpend has
recently been widened to 7817
lakhstudents, hesaid.

The government also pro-
psg\sed setting up 1.500 primasy | {

ools.
The rainister did not riention
any allocation for irnﬁ!emenrjng
the National Educdion Policy
2010, which was uﬁudated to
introduce a mod and job-
oriented education system.
On the mdﬁy payment
order (MPO} me, he said the
ment could not bring s .
manynonvgavemmeamlinsﬁm-
dons under MPO facilides 28 it
had desired.
The nance minister focused
on femate education, saying

nts have becn made 1o

(o female students | °
at secondary and higher second- i
ary levels and also financial
assistance for purchasing books
and paylng fees for public exami-
natons.

He talked about the govern-
ment's commitments induding
formulation of Private University
i Act reducing the teacher-student
ratio, free distribution of ext-
books and providing 100 pescent
hasic salary o the teachers of
registered non-government and
wmurdwp:tmaxysdxools

1n an instant reaction 0 the |
huge allocation in the education
sector, Hossain Zillur Rahmar.
education adviser to the last ‘
caretaker government, said it is
mote important (o ensure quality
esducnwonmamoinmaﬂoca-
gonsinthesectot.

Any initlative to improve the
{ quality of education remains
ahsent. No step to that end had
been witnessed either in the
pm’iombudgets.hesasd. :

"It is imporant (o ensur®

«'s acoess to education,
but we also need a separate plan
to kmptove the quality of educa-
ﬁon.auhemneﬁme,gmneeda

e, to, qhec}c'\gﬁgw the

" ichanismisworkingproperty.”
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