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BCL troubles remain
as major irritant

Raxis AHAMMED and NAIMUL ALAM NOBIN  herself from the sad mayhem of the young |
students, for whom she ostensibly dreamt the

The reputation of Awami League-led grand ‘digital' dream. r
alllance government was besmirched, in the first Since the AL-led grand alliance won the
100 days of its rule, mostly by the ruling panty's . Pecember 29, 2008 parliamentary election
studentwing Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCl., |, with a historic landslide victory, BCL activists
The name of the legendary student O"gANi  got themsetves busy with having violent intra
sation, which once had and inter organisation
played a key role in the 100 DAYS OF clashes; beating, maim.
movement for the coun. T, AWAMI LEAGUEITT Y chasing out of

==l GOVERNMENT

try’s liberation, became dorms and campuses its
and embarrassment for Awami League (AL) of pro-BNP Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Da) (JCD) and

synonymous to troubie rivalleaders and activists

duringits 100 days in powsr. shadowed bymore  pro-jamast, tstami Chiratra Shibirover estab-

than 50 violent clashes in educational institu-  Jighing hegemony on educational institutions,

tiensinvolving BCL. The intra-BCL clashes also had no less to
The embarrassment became so unbearable  boagt about, with the level of violence rivalling |

that Prime Minister also AL Presiden: Sheikh the clashes with the real rivals.

Hasina chose to resign from the post of BCL's Wvo student Jeaders were killed, several

organisational leader. in order to distdnce SEE PAGE 12 COL 7

BCL troubles remajn|

FROM PAGE 3 . tolls from campus 1ea.- stalis and
hundred students were njured.  fo0d shops, and dived into
msiions neledi e Mapulaing e tende po
publ;c universies, azgg mic:e ,}'ff m,f‘lff’ﬁ?’ﬁigﬂiﬁg
medical colleges were foreefully when they were not busy beat.
closed for different periods, due ingupseveral hundred rivaljCD

to the martial mastery of the U ' ?
BCLstudents. and Shibir activists with-a zea]
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Seven of those educational 45 Wity that has become quite
institutions including twe m“;;“acgli—é-’;‘w

gb&;ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁg me BCL ac;livis;csw kept class;s
academic activities on the S'0Ppedforafewdays demand.
campuses, ing resignation of the vice- !
As intra-BCL dashes were ch;ancgl!or, prompting the
erupting incessanty ignoring  university authorities at one
government and mother party  Point to impose a ban on poti.
directions, and criticismg were calar?uvmcs On campus, appre-
being raised from different, hending deterioration of law
quancrsagainstthe BCLatrogi- andorder.
ue&s}mwﬂ{aﬁmonmm‘;; The Rajshahi University
decided 1o siep down from the  proctor and nine assistant
post of the organisational chief  proctors resigned in January in
ofherstudentwing, the wake of demonstrations by
Some AL presidium mem. BCLstudents there,
bers in a mecting even sug- Organisational activiges of
gested suspending BCL's lahangirnagar University,
organisational activities for Jagannath University, and
several months, meeting insid. Dhaka Medica College units of
erssaid, . BCL are currenty suspended
The mceﬁn§ decided 10 foilowing violent intra.
implement the law 10 its ful organisation dashes on those
extent and vxgour to lackie BCL campuses. 3
violence on campuses, Theingenuity ofBCL leaders !
In the parliament, opposi- and activists did not stop there, ;
tion lawmakers scathingly they also manipulated the /!
criticised the goverment for el admission pro. |
BCL's role in educational insti. cess in some colleges under the
futions. . National University in and
Asasignofthe government's outside the capital, in a bid to

stemn adherence to fuy decision, carn some fast cash. After alllife
two BCL central lcaders, in the fast Jane of power dbes
Ashrafur Rahman and Sohel

{recash,

Rana Mithu, were amested by Seemiorcqu

Rapid Action Battalion {Rab)on thn. asked about the ias:
April 13; on charges of disrupt. 100 days’ activities of BCL, iis
ing academy atmosphere In  President Mahmud ‘Hasan 1}
Dhaka University (DU), and the Ripon 10ld The Daily Star that
clite ciime fighting force s  they already asked ali units of

gong University, (

wepornedly creating a list of the
or-campus traders ofviolence.
BCLSINCEALINPOWER
Ignoring Hasina's instruc.
tions, armed BCL operatives
captured dorm reoms of JCD
and Shibir actvists in DU. BeL,
leaders then started extracting

it g

P —

the organisation 1o ensure
congenial atmosphere on. all

campuses by any means neces.
saty, and warned them of stern
actions against those who will
getinvolved in further clashes,

The nation is eagerly
watching.
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