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Tecent study is an eye-opener 10 the state of
{gnorance of the majority of our students because -
it revealed that, since independence, although
primary schools have only doubled in number,
Madrasahs have increased eight-fold. This fact
alone should awaken us to out responsibilities and
we tmust be more concerned about what is being
taught in the Madrasahs. ‘The magnitude of thelr
growth indicates that 100 many students are get-
ting a type of education that {eaves them powerless
and unable to compete for jobs in & modern work

place. While appreciating the role of Madrasahs in
ntity and in

preserving and promo
providing education to uslims, theexclusive
regime Madrasahs seek t0 reinforce must now DE.
abandoned, or at least modified so as to ensure
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children are able 10 match their peers.

As education can improve the quality of life by
enhancing the ability of households to manage
health problems, improve hutrition and childcare
and plan for the future, it is essential to our €co-
nomic development. We can no longer afford 1o
cater to three streams, which have divided the na-
tion socially. 1f we have fallen short of the ideal we
must remedy it now as the rural populace is today
marginalised. The tack of a meaningful education
has prevented people from realising their potential
as productive members of society Education is
also an investment fot the Yuture but the high cost
of sending children to school forced the majority 10
make do with alternatives and more often tfan not
the alternative was 3 Madrasah. Suctessive BOV-
ernments’ apathy has succeeded in turning educa-
tion into a system that has plerpetua(ed the ap-
prevailing among the people.
Popular among people because it lays emphasis on
religion which many feel to be lacking in other
schools, the lack of a knowledge of physical sci-
ences and subjects that help create the kind of hu-
man resource d nation needs in the 21", Century,

o

has kept students from getting ahead in the mod-
ern world. As emerging sectors of the cconomy
have created a need for specialised education. the
case for the government 10 reoricnt its policies it
. favour of broad-basing the system is strong.
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