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Call for curtailing
govt, UGC'control
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ROPOSED PRIVATE UNIVERSITY LawN

University Grants Commission {UGC) inthe proposed act.

tion of the government and UGC. :
The UGC held a view-exchanging meeting with the stake-

‘Qto the educatipn ministry.

SEE PAGE IS COL 2

Private university

UGCtoprepareanewactinthe  prof Dr Hafiz GA siddiqui

universities, hesald,

gducationists, vice-chancellors (VC) of Jiﬂ’e’rem private unive:-
sities and civil society members yesterday appreciated the
govemmen;'s move to formulate a new private university act
but urged 1o curtail the control of the government and the

}:{cwevez, Private University Association strongly protested
against the move saying that there is no need to formulate such
new act 1o make the private universities a subordinate instite-

holders in the city to get suggestions on the proposed act to be
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wake of allegations against
many privatc universities of
selling certificates and provid-
ing sub-standard education
cashing in
existingact.

The discustants said the
government as well as the uGc

should not take so many moni- ~

toring responsibilities rather
they should play their sup-
portiverole.

Educationist Prof Zillur
Rahman Siddiqui said, a large
scopé to interfere in the uni-
versity activities has been
given to the government and
UGCinthe proposed act.

+  He suggested bringing
amendments to sections of
board of trusiee, academic
coundl, curriculum committee
and teachets appointment
cofnmittee inthep il

Prof Ajoy Roy said the
private universities will
controlied by three authoritics
government, UGC and
board of trustee-- if the act is
formulated.

Syndicate should be the
highest authority of a private
university, he said adding the
board of trustee should piay a
policymaking role and will not

-

ofthe u:\ivergi&.c
Opposing move, Abul

meddle in the intemnal affairs’

suggested inclusion of a provi-

sion in the act so that the poor
Frritorious students canstudy |

in the private universities
on loopholes of the * yitheutanycosl. “k

Dr A Mazid Xhan, VC of
University_of information
Technology and Sciences

{UITS), said there should bea.

specification” of required
space and land for cstablish-
inga private university.

UGC Chairman Prof Nazrul
Islam said the government has
raken the matter very sertously
andia timety private university
act is needed 1o ensure quality
education in private universk

ties though the owners’ associ- -

ation had opposed it and still
opposingil.

Establishing some new
aniversiics will be allowed
soon outside Dhaka and the
new actwill help this process;
the UGC chairman said add-
ing some important sugges-
1ians came from this meeting
would help make a balance
in the proposed bill, )

The UGC is likely to sub:
mit the draft act within a
week, he added.

VCs and high officials of

different universities also |
spokc at the meeting. .
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Quasem Haider, vice-
president of Private University
Association, said the Privawe
Ungversity Act 1992 amended
in 1998 is sufficient to run the
private universities.

*There is no need to formu-
late a new law as the develop-
ment of private universities
will be hampezed severcly if
the new law is enacted,” he
said,

Conflict may arise between

the syndicate and trustee
board and accountability of
the VCs will ot be ensured in
the proposed law, Haider
added.

In fact, there is no provision
in the bill to stop the alleged
selling of certificates o7 other

| malpractices  of the_private §



