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Experts at a seminar in Dhaka
] on Monday underscored the need
- for muliilingual education sysiem
) as the primary siage for the coun-
| iry's indigenous people for their
| proper learning, reports UNB. .
( They said tcaching eithier only
through their mother longucs or
- | only through Bangla and English
i will not be effective and sustain-
ahle as it cannot help them reach
’ the 1thMR¥old of the modern
world. * . L
Clting findings of a rescarch re-
" port, Dr Mejbah Kamal, a noted
» researcher on Indigenous issues,
t 1old the semingr that somé 94
percem of indigenvhx.picople sill
use their thother tongues instead
b of Bangla. “Again when an indige.
< ngus child grows up, then Bangla
¢ will be his marketing langubge and
" English i5' the international lan-
- guage. S0, we cannot ensure their
| balance education only using one
¢ language.”
] Manusher Jonno Foundation
arranged the seminar titled ‘Going
{ 1o School: Challenges in the Chit-

. tagong Hill Tracts’ a1 CIRDAP

auditerium in the afternoon with
| its executive director Shaheen
Anamyin the chair.

Women and Children Affairs

! addressed the programme as chict
y Buest, while CA’s special assistant

. for CHT Affalrs Rajs Debashish
Roy and sociologist Dr Sadcka
Halim of Dhaka University as
special guests, :

Dr Mejbah Kainal, also a profes-
sor of Dhaka University's History
Depariment, said the muhilingual

Adviser Rasheds K Chowdhury-

ucation_has 1o be _ggmmuni;y

Indigenous children need
- multilingual.ed

based one.. b
“Two~ things—incorporating.
mother tongues of the communi.
~ ties alongside Bangla and English
in an indigenous-friendly sylla-
bus—are important 10 ensure the
. elfectiveness of the, mulilingual
edyeation. The education sysiem
will have.1o be contmunily based
~one, as cach of thé aboriginal°
group has its own Luspuage.”-he
said.
Alleging that many schools in
the CHT. arcas do not want to ad- *
« mit ifldigenous childreiy, Dr Me-
jbah ur, the government for
enacling
‘o pFEMove the discrimination.
. The other speakers said 1he dn,
difference of the local’ ymhiities
o dmplement the: govgnmieny
policy and projects. negligense ol
schoolteachers o anek! schoals
regulatly and repeaied displacy:
ment from homes are the major
obstacles to ensuring- cdisatinn
for all tn the hill districts.
Dr Sadeka Halim said an in-
digenous {amily keeps changing
its home as Buogali sculers has

among e indigenous  people,

raising the dropom raie of their

children.

“indigenous groups do not coin-
. ¢ide with other areas of the coun.™

law in*the couniry 1o P

cereated & sense of insccurity |

Dr Sadeka also urged ihe gov- ‘

as gy

System

ernmuent 10 bring a change in the;
school calendar in the three CHT:
districts as the festival times of they

ty. H
Manusher Jonno  Fowndation:
presented a rescarch report nn'1
primary education of the indige-
nous childeen where it placed 13-
point recommendation for offeg--
iive educiion of the indigenous
children.  *.- .
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