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& 50 injured, dormitories vacated A\
U closed sine die f@llowui’g

‘students; outsuiers clash

HAISHAHL  Aug  20:-Rajshahi
University was closed sinc die on
Weudnesday moming  (ollowing
overnight clashes between stee
dents and local businessmen
Binodpur Bazar beside the varsity
camnpus that left over 50 peoplc
wounded, including  students,
police and journalists. reports
UNB.

The university authoritics :lso
asked the residential students w
vacate all the domikories by (2
noou today to avert further oul-
breaks of violence.

And the studenty complied with
the sirict orders by the deadline
st by the university svodicate.
The RU policymaking body 100k
the devision in an emergency

+ fweeting in the moming with act-
ing Vice-chancellor Prof. Maninut

T—

Keranat in the chair.

“Heasing about the syndicate
checiston, students siaried vacating
e hadls and messes woll before
Hie deadling. They sircamed ot
wiwards the city and bus terminals
and rail-stations to catch the first
transport available” says a spot
T pcm oty the campus shutdown.

Canpus sources said supervisor
of & bus of Hanif Paribahiah 100k
Tk drom Humayun, a 2
semester student of Managenut
Nepartment of the university, as
ticket fare for his travel to Gazipur
on Tuesday afternoon assuring
him a seat. The supervisor didn't
give him any ticket nor
provided with any seat while he
started e joumey.

" The sapervisor assured man.

,Bm at one stage the supervisor

forced Humayun to get down from

the Qus, withaut returning him the -

money, folloying a quarrcl with
him over managiug the seat,

Humayun went back to-the
campus instead of moving to Ga-
zipuer, and narrated thefepisode of
humiiation. to the general stu-
dents.

Hundreds angry students jater
rushed out and put barricades on
the Dhaka-Rajshahi highway at
Binodpur Bazar on Tuesday eve-
ning.

The blockade coupled with
demonstrations continuell from 7
pm 0 10 pm. The melee brought
itaflic on the busy route to 4 to1al
hailt for three hours, with hln®
dreds of vehicles strunded on both

aging seat for him from Naiore.

sides.

RU closed
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“At one stage, the students
 broke open the door as about 1)
‘pm and attacked- the business-
men. which (nggered a fierce
fighting.” says the spot repont.

The businessmen backed by lo-
val people, in wun, chased the
stwdents back into the campus by
huding betles, rods, sticks and
other sharp weapons  available
near had,

Police fired 10 weargas sheils
s nwn butlets 1o get to grips widh

the situation anid the nighiime

Armageddon. :
Lver 50 people, includiby two

'p(f&ce constables. 40 RU sudents
“and scven focal people were in-

jured during the clashes. The in-

,Jured students were adimitted 10

-

*Hajshahi Medica! College Hospi-
tal.
The students tater taid a slege o

VC's rosidence o1 about | oam,

They wihdrew at about 145 am
after  negmistion with  proctor
Enamul Hag, other mombers.of

prociorial bady, police and BOR ©

personned.

Mcanwhile, businessmen held a -
mectng at about 10 am today in-

protest agatnst the incident. The
newly elected Mayor of Rajshahi,
AHM Khaiuzzamen Liton, wis
present at Iheaméeimg

”

The mayor-elect blamed m,.d: ’

udministration” for the incident

He' alsé blared “meinbers of a.
student ofglnization for their “ilt
attemnpt 10 make the campus
volatide™. .

Later, a clash broke out be-
tween the RU students and local
businessmen on thé.RU campus
and its neighborhoods alter sev-
eral students beat up a siaff mem-
ber of Handf Enterprise, Kanak, at
Binodpur Bazar at about 8pm.

The students snatched away the
camera of Azhanmiddin, photo-
journalist of the daily Prothom
Alo, while he was 1aking snaps of

their demonstrations amid the
widespread clash. They also
physically assaulted him,

The university. authority sh

“the Binodpur gate about 10 pm

when the students ook position
inside during the pitched bastes,
But ¢he sindents pehied the busi-
nessmen with brickbais from in-
side. withesses said.
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