The Bangladesl Observer ;;, et £ 4 JAN 200

|0 -

o \,y..f.

| Withdrawal of all cases demanded

8 DU students walk to
freedom from jail

‘The eight Dhaka University stu- .
dents who were exonerated from
campus-violence charges Tuesday
were all released from Dhaka
Centeal jail on Wednesday, reports
UNB. o

An cyewitness account sa{d five
of them--jabidul i%i‘"e Biplob, -
Manabendra Dev, n lIslam
Angel, Deen lslam and Rafiqut
Istam Shjon--walked 10 freedom
together at ﬁmam} 1H:15am.
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Later, Liton Mahmdud and
Moniruzzaman Sarder were re-
teased at 4pm. Of them. Liton was
discharged from the case of car
torching on August 21

with teacher Neem Chandra
Bhoumik from case-no 51 _
And lastly came ouwt Asaduz.
zaiman, who was discharged from
the car-torching case, at 6:15pm.
Meanwhile, a trial court in Syi-

while
Moniruzzaman acquilted along.

het Wednesday acquitted a stu-
dent of Shahjalal University of
Sciciice and Technology (SUST) of
the charge of violating the Emer-
gency Powers Rules following the
Dhaka University campus unrest.
Jailer of Dhaka Cenirg) Ja::é

" Shafiqui Islam told UNB that the

three students’ release took time
as their relcase orders came late
the prison authoritics.
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Earlier, sudents, admirers and
Jelatives received the five DU sty-
dents at the juil gate with flowers
on their release afier nearly five
monhs of dewention.

The inumphant people straight
procecded 1 Central Shahid
Minar and then went 1o Aparajeya

+ Bangla 1o join a cacher-student

* solidarity gmbering, .

©oseven of them were excused

» \rough withdrawal of the cases
against them In connection with
the last August campus tioting ina
backlash against an incident of
brawl between students and army
troops deployed in the DU area
under the curremt state of emer.
gency.

The other siudent, Moniruz-
Zaman, was exonetated by presi.
destial mercy order along with
three of their four detained 1each.-
ers.

Mcanwhile, the released DU
teacliers and outer teacher- lead-
ers 4t the solidarity meet said that
they would wear black badges and
fy a black flag atop Ars Building
for the next seven days for realiz-
ing heir demand for withdrawal
of all cases filed against studengs
aof different universities and col.
leges across the counisy.

Moniruzzaman and Dhaka Uni-
versity  Teachers  Association
president Prof Sadnidl Amin and

DU students |
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hands yei. We will relcase them as
sooh as we receive (heir release
orders.” DIG (prisons) Major
Shamsul Haider Siddiqui had
earlier told UNB when contacied
after the release of the five stu-
dents at the first go.

On Tuesday, police had sub-

- mitted the final report to the CMM

court with an appeal for release of
the seven students who were ar-
resied on charge of scuting fire to
an anny vehicle in front of Azig
Supermarket on August 21 in the
wake of student unrest. ’

Chiel metropolitan magistrate
Golam Rabbani accepted the re-
port and ordered the release of the
studens. .

in Sylhet, the district speedy
trial court acquitted Mostafizur .
Rahman Raju, a 4th-year student
of Mass Communication and Po.
litical Science department at the
universiry, ‘

Judge Mariar Rahman handed
down the verdict of the case filed
against Raju and 30 other uniden-
tified persons with Kotwali police
station on September 5 last year,

They were sued for bringing out
a pfdcession and holding rally on
he SUST campus in protest

against ant “anack™ on DU sy, ..

- demts by law-forcers. Later, on

t general secretary Prof Anwar Hos- .

sain and Social Sctences faculty
dean Prof Harun-ur Rashid were
Tuesday sentenced 10 1wo years
imprisonment for breaking emer-
gency, rules. The “other accused
teacher, Applied Physics snd
Electronics depariment chairman
Prof Nimchandra Bhowmik, was
acquitied by the CMM coury,

Later in she day on Tuesday, the
President granted clemency 1o the
three convicted teachers and the
strdent under a government-
initiated process of selting free the
detained teachers and students of
different universities in the wake
of fast-spreading aghation for
their release. The four tcachers
were set free nmediately.

"We have received the refease
order of five studenis from the
CMM court. But the refease order
of the rest thr idntrcachaous

* other universities and

September 13, police submiied
charge sheet accusing only Raju in
the case. .

"He was sent to jall when he
surrendered before the court last
Monday, as a government process
801 off for release of ali the 1edch-
ers and students of Dhaka and
colleges
<harged with the breach of emer-
gency.

On Monday, the Presidemt par-
doned four stmdents of Dhaka
University and 10 students of Ra-

jshahi University and a driver of a -

former RU vice-chancellor con-
victed by courts for their involve-

" ment in the August camipus unrest .

in defiance of the emergency.

The process of exoneration was
sel off with the release of four
convicied  Rajshahi  University
teachers on December 10 and
completed on Wednesday.




