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/New female student

|
battle for DU dormﬂ\f
seatsbegins |

The ordeal has started in get-
ting corolled in five Dhaka Uni-
versity (DU) women's domitories
for the newly admitted female
students, especially who are from
outside of the capital, reports BSS.

[t 1akes usually six 10 seven
months 10 complete official pro-
cedures. and even after such a
long period, scfommodaton is
not guaranteed,” Diba,a resideit
of Bangladesh-Kuwalt | Moitree
Hall, to1d BSS. 2

Of the 1otal 30.000 DU Studénts,
about 50 percent are femaldtand

10 resolve this serious accommo-
dation problem of female stu-
dents, she added.

Eightinstead of four girls can be
accommodated in’ a small room
without much thought. but it be-
comes difficult when a swdent,
especially a fresher, has to share 2
single room with nine others,
pepularly known as 'gono room’.

The Bangladesh-Kuwait Moi-
tree Hall has five such ‘gone
rooms’ each accommodating 12.
But when new entrants will arrive,
the rooms will be further over-

nearly 40 percent of themare from | crowded. said Nabila, a resident.
suburbs and odz%ﬂgsmms. "N Y on average. 15 are accommo-

These studerff~#ither have 0
live with thels_reldliyes in the
capital or in femYe riy®sses unless
and until they get Iccdmmodation
in DU residential halls. The sw-
dents who live in messes lead an
vnderpriviieged life with less se-
curity and in unhygienic gondi-
Hons.

“We are not concemed about
adapting 1o a new place or situa-
tion, our worry is whether we will
get accommodation,” said Sabrina
Akter, a DU fresher.

Individual scores of entrance
test in DU admission play an im-
porani role in qualifying for ac-
commodation. along with the
distance a siudent came from,

- according to sources. .

“You are luckyIf you are among
the top scorers at the entrance
exam coming from a distance,
your -carly seat alloiment is cor-
tain,” said Tania, a residem of
Shamsunnahar Halt.

Though some siudents cont-
phain about the rule, others said
that there is 1o alternative 1o allo.
cating limited available space with
these kind of siringent rules.

1t seems a big batde has been
won when one gets accommodda-
tion,” said another resident of
Bangladesh-Kuwait Moitree Hall,
but complained of harsh weat-
meat meded out by some of the
house tusors ofien leaving “stu-
dents in tears.

dated in each of the five ‘gono
roomss of Shamsunnazhar Halt
whilé Rokeya Hall's ‘gono rooms’
have been done away with for the
moment, buliu!i]! be back when
the new entra pour in, said
Sraboni, a Yesidént of Rokeya Hall,
*where 20 share a single ‘gono
‘room”.

A second-year student and
.'gono moom' resident, Lofa, said
that disadvantages of community
living dre unhygienic and noisy.

“l cannot concentrate on my
studies with $6 many around,” she
said, adding that, “There is hardly
a place to keep one's belongings.”

Sources said the university
authorities failed 1o stant con-
struction of a residential hall for
female siudents even after five

years ol allocation of Taka 13 crore ;

for o project.

According 10 the  officis
sources, the government will ke
back the money allocated 10 ihe
university to construct a residen-

 tial hall for female studens, if the
authorities fail to start the con-
struction work by June.

DU Vice Chancellor SMA Faiz
said. “A 1000-seat female hall is
going to be constructed it the
CAMpuUs as $001 as possible.”

Most women dormitories are *

overcrowded and house inmates
are double than their capacity,

The 90-rcom  Bangladesh-
Kuwait Moitree Hall has. 360 beds
with 680 residents. Rokeya Hall
with 720 beds accommodates
1,362 students.

The dormhosy authorities allow
students to share bed with one
another due o space constrains.

“What could our madams
thouse wtors) do il there is no
room for such a large number of
students.” said Naju, student of
Rokeya Hall. Two new {emale
dormitories should be constructed
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