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Egypt} located in Northern

tancan Sea, between Libya and
the Gaza Steip, and the Red Sea
nurth of Sudan, and includes the
Asian Siogi Peninsula,  Being
hlessedd with River Nile, Fgypi
bucame an ancient ebvilization of
repute. A unified Egyprian king-
dom formed in 3200 B.C. was
“ruled by a serics of dynasiies for
the next three millennia. The last
native dynasty fel 10 the Persians
in 341 B.C., who in turn were
teplaced by the Grecks, Romans,
and Byzantines. It was the Arabs
i who intreduced Islam and the
Arabic language in the ?th century
A.D. A local mblitary caste, the
Mamiuks took control in 1250 and
continued to govern after the con-
yuest by the Ouoman Turks in
1517, Fallowing the completion of
dhe Suer Canal in 1868, Epvm

g

beemne i imporiant world 1rans.

Cpastation b, Britain seized vone
el of Epept B 1B e vy
acequireed g eind Teecdog by 1922
ard full sovervigy Jrom Beish
manurchy in 1952,

The el wrea of Egypr s
O MY e B froeer T tianes ey
e b o et b and i hurbors
Mignn vt W il
IBLTELSEITY peaple (about % of
Bagdadeshil . Popalintion growah
rate by LO% {apatost Bangladesh's
29). . .

The per capita income in Lgypt
is abowt US $ 5.500 (2007 esti-
matel. The literacy rate is about
TEE Gnate 147, Tamnale: 807%5; 2005
cstinuite). Egyptspends abow
4.1% of lts GDP in education. The
figure i3 ahout double of
Bangladesh tbeing 2.4% according
to UNESCO dom).

" Eeducatio js e known way
eurivh thw people with required
knowledge, skills snd attitude in
any country, Requirement for
thuse qualities cianges over timg
aedd curriculum neegs ‘periodic
revision. Bangladesh completed
the third revision of the primary
curricuiuny-and such a revision is
swendue on the lower secondary,
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windury levels should follow. We
can have a look into the education
system of this African country
influenced by Eurppean system
{like us} 10 find some lessons for
us. The description follows the
usual format having Education

GYPT is a republic (official
Ename: Arab Republic of

Africa, hordering the Mediter-

whild secondary and higher sec-

Education System in E

. Abdus Sattar Molla '

Policy. & Administration, the
Structure,  Program  of Study,
Assessment System and Jlastly
Lessons for Bangladesh,
1-Education Policy & Adminis-
trafion \ ,

The Egypmian chnstitution of
1971 memions educalion in three
main articles: 18, 19 and'20. Article
18 statess “Education is 3 right

-guaranteid by the State. It is com-

pulsory in.the clementary phase:
and .t State is working ion
exiending comppulsory leducntion].
to other phases. {The State) super-
vises all (types] of education.2.”
Article 19 makes religious educa-

- tion a basic subject; whilg Antictes

20 guaraniees State education free
in all phases. :
Beyond the ordinary purposcs
of education in gengral, such as
the acquisition of knowledpe,
development of personal capabili-
ries and skills, socialization, and -
the promotion of human values,

Exvptian education focuses on
samie apecific issues, namedy
Sannd anity {thar iz, of Mgl
wind  Cogis) presurvation nf
navional, religious and cultural
ientity amd  social cohereice;
enhancement of the sense of loy-
alty and of hofenging (o the home-
land: implasming faith and pride in
religion s will s respect for other
faiths. their holy places and wor-
ship;  and ihe promotion of
demodracy.

{1-The Structure :

Primary’ cducarion in Egypt
lasts for 6 years and along with the
next 3 years” stady at lower sec-
ondany the 9-vear study is basic,
This basic education cycle is fol-
Inwed By a 3-year secondary edu-
cation: generad or wehnical, Unis
versity level Bachelor Course lasts
for 3.5 years. The duration of Mas-
fexs €lotiese 48 220 vears. Therefore,
inchnding the higher education,
the structure becomcs [6+ {31+ 3)
+ {3.54213).

Higher Education

Higher cducation in Egypt is
provided by universities and by
industrial, technical or commer-
cial institutions. University level

‘studies are under three stages as

usual. The Bachelor's Dbprée iss .
conferred after 3-5 years’ universi-
ty study. The Master's.Degree
{MA/MSc) is conferred after 2-3
years” study following the Bache-
lor's Degree. The Doctorate is
awarded ‘for advanced rescarch
work ‘culminaiing in the submis-

sion of a thesis.

Teacher Education

Primary school teachers must
hold a qualification from a Univer-
sity Faculty of Education. There is
also a disiance learning - pro-
gramme 1o upgrade, through the

» medium of Arabie, primary school

teachers who do not hold a
degree. The course leads o a B, Fd

- i Primary Education. Secondary

schont teachers are wainedin the
Faculties of Education of the uni-

_versitics in four years and in high.

er teacher-training colleges. Both
preparatory and gencral sec-
ondar{ \cachers follow the same
conrse which leads to the Bachelor
{yegree”Graduates who hold a
four-gear university degree can
also weach at secondary level after
following a one-year postgraduate
course al the Faculty of Education

-where they arg awarded the Gen-

eral Diploma, Teachers of techni-
cul education are trained at spe-

cial faculties. Higher educatinn
wavhers dre required 1o hold a
least o Masters (Magistrt in the
fivld of highur cducation, bt no
professienal degree is required.

UI- Program of Study .

The primacy, curriculum s
dividh it two 3-vonr eyeles,
Duging the first theew yeurs of the
ity phase, the vnricuinm
comprises Arabic language, arith-

‘metic, religious education, and

basic principles of
scienge. In the latter three
years. the curriculum comprises

Arahic language, English, mathe.

matics. sciences, sncial studies
(gengraphy and historyd, religinus
education, arts, and compurer

-busics. . .
I the ower secondary (galled -

preparalory phase; Grades 7.9),

- students study Arabic language

tprourar el lieratobe), English,
Freneh as a second foreign lan-
guage, social snulies (geography.

history, maional education). sei-

ences (physics, chivnistry, biote-
gY). mathumaties and religious
education.

The main subjects that are
taught during the first year of the
upper {called: gencral} secondary
phase are: Arabic language and lit-
erature, Arabic grammar, English,
another foreign language (elther
¥rench or Gennan), mathematics,
sciences, social studies. philoso-
phy. logic and scienrific thinking,

- religious  education, arts, and

physical education. In subsequent

gypt

_{75-100%), Good (65-74%), Pass

-GDP i
_Bangladesh spends at best 2.4%.

- spending if we can realize the sigs.

‘grated up o Grade 9 and partially

long (Grades 11-12). Baugladesh
- has « 4.year long (Grades 9-12).

- A subject named computer basics

“is'no Business Education stream

- and this streani in Bangladesh. 1

years the student specializes in
specific subfects from this list
taught in his chosen stream. So
study becomes specialized/group-
based in Grades 11-12.
IV-Assessment System i
There is provision Tor puldic
examination an completion of
every major step of schooling to
award a certificale like Prinary
Schoal Certificte, Basic Educa-
tion Completion Certificate and
General  Secondary Education
Certificate {GSEC). Egypt follows a
simple grading system consisting
of 4 scales: Distinguished

(50-64%) and Fail {0-49%).

V- Lessons for Bangiadesh

The major characters of Egypt-
iun  education systenv that
Bangladesh can foltow or adap
can be as follows: o
Fgypt spends about 4.4% of s
education  while

Bangladesh can ensily reach the
EBovptian level of  educitivnal

nilficance of cdacation,

The duration of ‘primary edugi-
tion in Egypt is 6 years, bit busic
education is ap o Grade-9 {nn-
ing Geades 729 preparatory). So oy
o giveaep the unrealistic p}mhﬁi
S-year lesg poinsacy oducition,
but can make primary § years and
declare 9 years” education hasic,
integrated and compulsory, "
In Egypr education is fully inte-

e

also at Gradle 10; this is very sini- ¢
lar to Indoncsian system. The
group-based swedy is only 2.vear

stream-based pre-university edu-
cation for a long and tried to make
that half abrupily. [ suggest exwen-
sion of integeation from Grade 810 i
9 and curtailing the period of spe- j
cializition from 4 ta 3 years (rear- ||
ranging Gracdes 10412 as higher I
secondary a1 a sireteh).

is aught ai Gradés 4-6 {upper pri-
mary) in Egypt.' The grade leved
seems very suitable lur quenching
the thirst, aligned with capabitity.
There is no subject like book-
keeping ar accounging at the ‘sec-
ondary level in Egypt. Even there

in the upper secondary. So it
seems that we are putting undue
emphasis on Business subjects
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