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Education ministers from nine
high-population and low 1o mid-
die-income countries including
Bangladesh will kick off the sev-
enth E-Smeeting at Baliroday.

The objective of the meeting is
to brainstorm and find better
solutions for achieving Education
for All (EFA) by 2015 -- a key com-
ponent of the Millennium
i DevelopmentGoal.

Themed "lmprovement of
Teacher Education and Training as
3 Focus of Educational System
Reform,” the high-level biennial
meeting is designed 10 receive
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political Wﬁ!\behmd education
policies and strafegies, exchange
best practices and monitor prog-
ress towards reachingthe EFA,

The E-9 ('E' for education and
9* for nine countries) Initiative was
taunched in New Delhi, India, in
1993 to provide citizens of the nine
countries with basic education asa
fundamental human rightand as a
wayto curb population explosion.

The E-9 countries comptrise
Bangiadesh, Brazil, Ching, Egypt.
India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria,
and Pakistan. Experts from these
countries met yesterday af
Westin resort in Nusa Duato thrash
out the agenda of the high-level
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meeting commencing today.
The experts yesterday discussed

of training in the E-9 countries as
the situation threatens to under-
mine the quality of education over
tUme.
The biggest problem identified
by the education experts was diffi-
culties in retention of teachers and
failure to artract teachers to the
profession due to low salaries and
diminishing "prestige of teachers”
inthe society.
Middle-income countries
shared their success in tralning
teachers with the aid of informa-
ton and communication technol-
ogy -- television and the internet --
which a number of low-income
countries including Bangladesh
. arewyingtoreplicate,
. As a means to manage and

contro! madrasa education in
Muslim countries, Egypt and
indonesia shared their experience
inscaling up "religious educational
institutions” to mainstream the
students through offering uniform
education agendas and curricula.

The experts also said despite
pressing priorities to meet basic
educational standards, there is
plenty of room for experimenting
with education policy, allowing
more innovative projects.

Primary education secretary M

teading the Bangladesh delegation
thataisoincludes the department’s
deputy secretary and Manzoor
Ahmned from Brac University,

. . Educqupy adviser HossainZitlur .
Rahman and Primary Educstion
Adviser Rasheda K Chowdhury
opted outofthe meeting.

Musharraf said Bangladesh has
made progress on a number of
fronts that offer examples 1o other
E-9countries.

“Bangladesh has decentralised
both deployment of teachers and
follow-up trainings which are best
practices that can be replicated by
other E-8 countries to good effect,”
headded.

Although Bangladesh is onc of
the best performers among the E-9
countries in universal primary
school enrolments and achieving
gender parity, it is lagging far
behind other countries in tertiary
enrolments, dropout rates, and
illiteracy.
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. the problems surrounding the
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